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OUR STUDENTS SAY THANK YOU

A WORD FROM THE CARDINAL

With gratitude
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
For so many Catholic school students and families, our
schools bring hope into a year filled with much darkness.
As we navigate this unprecedented time, our schools
offer the comfort and safety of classroom routines, familiar faces, nutritious meals and
precious stability. Together with their teachers and classmates, our schoolchildren find hope
in Jesus and their faith during a time of great need and worry.
A Catholic school education is unique in that it offers not just academic rigor, but also
instruction rooted in our faith and values. Our educators feed students’ intellect and their
souls. That dedication can be seen in our recent test scores that show archdiocesan schools
have performed well above national levels. This achievement is a point of well-deserved
pride for our educators and the entire archdiocese.
Many in our faith community have been hit hard by the pandemic and face the added burden
of economic hardship caused by lost wages and scarcity of resources. Many of our Catholic
school families are struggling to afford the basics in life, such as food for their tables and
rent or mortgage payments for their homes. For numerous hardworking families, a Catholic
education has seemed out of reach.
But, as this report shows, thanks to our generous partners thousands of our students receive
scholarship aid. For that, I am truly grateful, but there is still more to be done.
We hope that the darkest days of this pandemic are behind us and, with medical science and
the grace of God, we are on a path forward to health and the normalcy many of us took for
granted. As we press on, we strive to provide support to any parent who desires a Catholic
education for their child but lacks the financial means to meet tuition payments. To fulfill that
mission, a robust Catholic school scholarship program is more important than ever.
Thank you for your continued support of our teachers, our schools and especially our
students. They and their families are indeed fortunate to have so many who genuinely care
about their welfare and believe in the value of a Catholic education.
You can rely on my prayers for you and your loved ones every day, and I would just ask that
you not forget us in your prayers.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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A MESSAGE FROM DR. RIGG

OUR CALLING

Catholic school success

The heart of our schools

Dear Friends of Catholic Schools,

Our 5,000 teachers, administrators and
staff members are the heart of our schools
and continue to focus not only on
academic standards and core instructional
lessons, but also the spiritual, physical
and emotional growth of each student.

I am very proud of our Catholic school students, families
and employees who have met the immense challenges of
this past year together.
Our mission calls us to prepare students for academic success and to represent the ideals of
the Catholic faith in the world. To do this, our teachers equip students with the educational
tools they need to excel and give them moral and spiritual guidance as they build their
faith. In the past year, our school employees have shown a heroic level of dedication to this
endeavor.
Remarkably, even when the public-health crisis halted in-person learning last spring, our
students did not miss so much as one day of instruction. Teachers and staff livestreamed
lessons to them at home and, for those without home internet access, staff prepared lesson
packets that kept everyone engaged and learning. We
found recently that those preparations paid off: i-Ready
OUR STUDENTS DID
exam scores showed that our students defied the national
NOT MISS ONE DAY OF
trend and made progress in their learning development,
INSTRUCTION.
which in many cases exceeded expectations.
—Dr. Rigg

“

”

I am especially proud of the seven schools that received the
prestigious national Blue Ribbon Award from the U.S. Department of Education this year,
recognizing their overall academic excellence. For six of these schools, this was their second
time to be so honored. In 2020 Chicago archdiocesan schools have received more awards
than any school system, public or private, in the country.
Our success is made possible by the time, talent and treasure given freely by those who care
about providing an affordable, inclusive, high-quality Catholic education to more than 41,000
students. To all our partners, we sincerely thank you.
Yours in Christ,

Schools open
for in-person
instruction:

At the beginning of the pandemic when in-person learning
was no longer possible, our schools quickly pivoted to
virtual instruction. From that initial turn in spring to the
return of in-class instruction last fall, thousands of staff
members came together to ensure our students had safe,
quality, in-person or virtual instruction.

100%

Students returning
to the classroom:

Our schools have garnered national attention and praise
from the media, government officials and health
departments for implementing a best-in-class reopening
program. In addition to the stability and comfort a daily
school routine provides, many of our schools act as beacons
of hope that provide students with nutritious meals and
act as havens from violence in their communities.

82%

Catholic school student population is similar to demographics of students across
the state — serving 45 percent of minority students
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Jim Rigg, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
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All schools in Illinois

Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools Annual Report 2020–2021

3

OUR PRIORITIES

CONGRATULATIONS!

Catholic education rests
on a strong foundation

Once again, schools earn prestigious
Blue Ribbon Award

The success of our schools relies on five foundational pillars that
underpin everything we do, beginning with a rigorous curriculum.

The annual U.S. Department of Education
Blue Ribbon Award celebrates the idea
that all students — regardless of background,
ability or location — deserve an excellent
education.

Academic Readiness
We give students the academic subject knowledge, technological savvy and critical
problem-solving skills they will need to continue their educational journey to its highest
level and move into meaningful employment.
Moral and Spiritual Development
Our schools are rooted in our Catholic faith. While teaching the academic subjects, we also
guide our students’ spiritual and moral development. We equip them to think critically about
their beliefs, build their faith through communal worship and help them develop a lifelong
commitment to civic engagement through social-justice work.
Supportive Environment
Our schools host a safe, orderly and loving learning environment where all children
understand their worth through the eyes of God and recognize that worth in others.
Community of Families
When families send their child to an archdiocesan Catholic school, they grow to know,
love and encourage one another as they raise their children in faith communities of
mutual support.
Affordable Investment
Our 41,694 students receive an affordable, high-quality education that celebrates diversity,
inclusion and Catholic values. The investment in a Catholic education pays back over a
lifetime — in college and career opportunities, in strength of character and in relationships
based on faith and friendship.
4

We are proud of the seven archdiocesan Catholic schools
recognized as Exemplary High Performing Schools this year,
as measured by state assessments or nationally normed
tests. These schools achieved overall academic excellence
and made progress in closing student achievement gaps.
Six had previously earned this prestigious honor.*
St. Andrew School, Chicago*
St. Clement School, Chicago
St. Francis Xavier School, La Grange*
St. James School, Arlington Heights*
St. John of the Cross School, Western Springs*
St. Paul of the Cross School, Park Ridge*
The School of St. Mary, Lake Forest*
Our teachers, principals, students, families, volunteers
and generous supporters enable our high school seniors to
graduate at a rate of more than 98 percent. More than 96
percent of our graduates go on to attend a four-year college.
Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools Annual Report 2020–2021

Blue Ribbon Awardees are in the
top 15 percent of all U.S. schools.
In 2020 our schools earned
more Blue Ribbon Awards than
any system of any type.
Our schools received 14 percent of
awards given to nonpublic schools
this year.

AWARD WINNERS
Number of U.S. schools:

367

Number of public schools:

317

Number of nonpublic schools:

50

Number of our schools:

7
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OUR CALLING
THANK
YOU TO(SECTION
OUR STAFF
HEAD)

OUR PROGRESS

The heart of our schools (Head)

Students’ academic growth outpaces
national norms
At a time when school systems are struggling with the challenges
presented by the global pandemic, archdiocesan schools performed
far above national trends. We attribute this success to our quickly
pivoting to online learning last spring and our safely reopening
our classrooms in the fall — ensuring students did not miss even one
day of instruction.
We also invested in a state-of-the-art assessment tool for our
youngest learners in grades K – 2. Three times a year, i-Ready
Diagnostic gives teachers a picture of each student’s proficiency
and growth in reading and math and offers targeted, personalized
practice and instruction.

Since the 2020/21 academic
year began, the Archdiocese
of Chicago’s teachers, principals
and staff members have
gone above and beyond to
provide safe, in-person and
hybrid instruction to more than
41,000 students. To recognize
their effort, the Archdiocese
School Board and other
generous donors raised more
than $1 million to provide
staff members with gifts of
appreciation for their efforts.

Nineteen schools piloted the program in the 2018/19 school year,
and, pleased with those results, we expanded it to 82 additional
classrooms last year. This year, we implemented i-Ready in all
K – 2 grades with an additional 95 schools voluntarily employing the
program in grades 3 – 8.
The results are striking. Of the 7,382 students across 85 schools
who participated in testing between September 2019 and
September 2020, growth scores were 130 percent in reading and
105 percent in math, compared with national scores of 87 percent
in reading and 67 percent in math. The results include English
language learners, economically disadvantaged students and those
needing individualized education plans.

Archdiocese

National

Math

105%

67%

Reading

130%

87%

SHOW THAT OUR
“SCORES
STUDENTS EXCEEDED
ANNUAL PERFORMANCE
EXPECTATIONS.

”

—Phyllis Cavallone, chief of academics

SAFEST PLACE
“THE
FOR CHILDREN IS IN A
CATHOLIC SCHOOL.
”
—Jim Rigg, Ph.D., superintendent

For information, visit McKinsey & Company analysis of i-Ready
results at mck.co/2W1LkEc.

Archdiocesan schools outperform national average learning gains as measured
by the i-Ready assessment
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TRUE GENEROSITY

families a choice to
“Giving
give their children a Catholic

Uplifting students through
scholarship support

education is empowering
Illinois families, especially
in the minority and lowincome communities. Thank
you, Empower Illinois, the
Archdiocese of Chicago and,
of course, our beloved home,
St. Ann School.

entire family is incredibly
“My
grateful for the scholarship

The Archdiocese of Chicago’s many
scholarship programs offer thousands
of students the opportunity to receive a
high-quality education in a faith-based
environment each year.
In the 2020/21 academic year, the archdiocese worked with
the Empower Illinois and Big Shoulders scholarship-granting
organizations to award nearly $19 million in scholarship
aid based on financial need. Local schools provided an
additional $21 million in financial assistance. While these
figures are significant, the available scholarship funds do
not provide sufficient financial assistance to allow all who
wish to send their child to an archdiocesan school the
opportunity to do so.

”

opportunity to further
my son’s education. It not
only gives him a glimpse of
a brighter future, but also
shows him that with hard
work, determination and
the generosity of others,
anything is possible. Thank
you from the bottom of
our hearts.

—Gerardo and Teresa Valdivia’s three oldest
children — Gerardo Jr., Adan and Kiara —
receive Empower Illinois scholarships. Their
youngest, Ethan, is in preschool there.

”

—Esther A. Rosillo’s son Kionne D. Holmes
receives the Tax Credit Scholarship at
St. Ann School.

Scholarship recipients socioeconomic status

All scholarship funds by category

Recipients’ household income based on a family of four

Caritas $1,587,730
<185% Federal Poverty Level

Phoenix $1,866,545
COVID-19 Relief $1,400,000
Emergency Tuition Assistance $245,000
RISE and United in Love $1,026,951
Invest in Kids Tax Credit $12,659,829

8

76%

15%
9%

Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools Annual Report 2020–2021

185%–250% Federal Poverty Level
250%–400% Federal Poverty Level

The average household
income of a family of four
receiving a scholarship is
less than $39,000 per year.
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TRUE GENEROSITY

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO SCHOLARSHIPS
Phoenix Scholarship Program

Caritas Scholarship Program

The Catholic Education Scholarship Trust (CEST)
was created in 2014 through the To Teach Who
Christ Is archdiocesan capital campaign. Phoenix
scholarships are provided by Archdiocese of
Chicago on behalf of CEST. These renewable,
need-based scholarships are awarded to qualified
K – 8 students attending eligible schools.

Created in 2013 in conjunction with the To Teach
Who Christ Is archdiocesan capital campaign,
the Caritas Scholarship Program provides for
immediate scholarship needs that could not
be fulfilled through the CEST endowment. The
renewable Caritas Scholarship provides needbased tuition assistance to families enrolling their
eligible K – 8 child in an archdiocesan school.

Scholarship funds:
Scholarships awarded:
Average award:
Median family income:

$1,866,545

Scholarship funds:

1,345

$1,587,730
1,118

Scholarships awarded:

$1,388

$1,417

Average award:

$43,647

Median family income:

$34,094

Emergency Tuition Assistance Fund

COVID-19 Tuition Relief Fund

The archdiocese established the Emergency
Tuition Assistance Fund to assist families with
tuition when unforeseen situations arise during
the school year, such as a death in the family, a job
loss, extraordinary medical expenses, bankruptcy
or home foreclosure. All students in good
standing are eligible.

Established through the generosity of several key
donors, the COVID-19 Tuition Relief Fund offered
educational stability to students by providing
immediate, nonrenewable relief to families unable
to afford tuition due to COVID-19 hardships.

Annual assistance:
Annual awards:
Average tuition assistance:

$245,000

Relief funds:

200

$1,400,000

Student recipients:

$1,225

Average tuition assistance:

990

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED THROUGH OUR
SCHOLARSHIP-GRANTING-ORGANIZATION PARTNERS
Invest in Kids Tax Credit Scholarship Program
Launched in 2018, the Tax Credit Scholarship Program is part of the Illinois Invest in Kids Act that promotes
educational choices for the economically disadvantaged. To ensure as many students as possible have
access to these scholarships, the Archdiocese of Chicago partnered with two state-approved scholarshipgranting organizations – Empower Illinois and Big Shoulders Fund. The Tax Credit Scholarship is based on a
median family income of $36,031 with an average scholarship of $4,900.

Scholarship funds:
Scholarships awarded:

$10,226,652
2,060

Scholarship funds:
Scholarships awarded:

$2,433,177
525

$1,370

Two additional Empower Illinois scholarships
MY DAUGHTER TO A CATHOLIC SCHOOL WAS SOMETHING I ALWAYS
“SENDING
WANTED TO DO SO SHE WOULD GROW UP WITH A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

WITH GOD. NOW, THANKS TO THIS TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP, THAT IS REALIZED.
DURING THIS HARD TIME WHERE THINGS ARE NOT CERTAIN, OUR FAITH IS GETTING
US THROUGH. BEING A SINGLE MOTHER CAN BE HARD AT TIMES, BUT I THANK GOD
EVERY DAY FOR BLESSING US WITH THIS OPPORTUNITY. I AM FOREVER GRATEFUL
FOR THE ASSISTANCE WE HAVE RECEIVED.

”

—Sara Cumbo’s daughter Gianna receives the Tax Credit Scholarship at St. Christopher School.
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Empower Illinois also offers two other scholarships to our students that are separate from the Invest in Kids
Tax Credit Scholarship Program.
RISE
This scholarship provides an option for qualified
students currently attending public school to
attend Catholic schools.
Scholarship funds:
Scholarships awarded:

$744,281
335
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United in Love
The United in Love scholarship provides students
with emergency tuition.

Scholarship funds:
Scholarships awarded:

$282,670
136
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YOUR SUPPORT

Scholarships offer our students an
opportunity for a brighter future
We are truly blessed to have the support
of so many generous donors. Our goal is to
provide financial assistance to any family
that desires a faith-based education for
their child, and this school year our faithful
benefactors funded 6,712 scholarships, or
34 percent of need.
While the average annual tuition of $5,000 is feasible for
many, for others, it can be a struggle. Our typical scholarship
recipient’s family income is $39,000 a year for a family
of four, and our average scholarship is just over $2,600.
Approximately 4,000 of our students have significant
financial need, and many parents work multiple jobs to
provide for their families. To fill the gap, we rely on other
sources, including charitable gifts. Currently, archdiocesan
schools face a $10-million-a-year funding gap.
As we look to the future, we are encouraged by so many
signs of hope … from our students and their families, from
our teachers and school staff and from our generous donors
who understand, appreciate and support the value of a
Catholic education.

Support covers:

34% of need
Tuition covers:

71% of costs
Funding gap:

$10 million
a year

Average family
income:

$39,000
Average scholarship:

DECIDED TO SEND BOTH OUR BOYS TO ST. ANN’S BECAUSE
“WE
A CATHOLIC SCHOOL SETTING GIVES THEM A CHANCE TO

BECOME FAMILIAR WITH GOD, ITS CLASS SIZES ARE SMALL AND
THE TEACHERS ARE GENUINELY INTERESTED IN MAKING SURE
THEY DO WELL. WE FEEL SO LUCKY.

CONTACT US

$2,600

Stewardship and Development
312.534.7959
archchicago@archchicago.org

Students with
significant need:

”

9,000+

—Lucio Tapia and Becky Constantino’s son Isaiah received a Caritas Scholarship for first grade at St. Ann
School. His older brother, Isaac, is a fifth-grader there.
12
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IN PARTNERSHIP

OUR REACH

Working together for Catholic schools

Providing wide access to a Catholic
education for Chicagoland’s children

Cardinal Blase J. Cupich describes Catholic schools as true beacons of hope that change
lives, develop engaged citizens and contribute to the common good of Chicago. To further
that mission, the Archdiocese of Chicago committed $44.9 million as part of a 10-year
agreement with the Big Shoulders Fund to help protect the future of Catholic education,
particularly on the city’s South and West sides. This historic agreement enables 30 of the
archdiocese’s schools to remain open and continue their mission of educating more
than 5,600 students.
Under the agreement, which runs through 2030, the Big Shoulders Fund pledged $47.5 million
to the schools and will bear the financial risk of the investment. This investment will stabilize
the archdiocese’s annual operating support for its schools and ensure that they remain
strong anchors in the communities most in need of quality educational options. In addition
to increasing its operating support and programmatic investments, Big Shoulders Fund
is assuming a leadership role that will help school principals achieve a more vibrant future.

I
Total number of schools

197

Archdiocese
high schools

Independent
high schools

Archdiocese
grammar
schools

Independent
grammar
schools

3

158

8

Total number of students

67,000+
Archdiocese
school students

41,694

III

25,728

7,500+

Independent
school staff

5,000+ 2,500+
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IV

Independent
school students

Total number of staff

Archdiocese
school staff

II

28

V
VI

IN APPRECIATION

#SchoolHero Program
We love our Catholic school employees. Teachers, principals and staff worked tirelessly
last summer and this school year to bring quality in-person and remote learning to families
during this unprecedented time. The Office of Catholic Schools is paying tribute to them
through its #SchoolHero Program that highlights those who worked especially hard to
ensure a safe and productive learning environment.
To read more about our staff recognition program, visit #SchoolHero.

Most Holy Redeemer School
fifth-grade teacher Bronwyn
Azzarello “not only makes
learning fun, she has gone
above and beyond in these
uncertain times to include
remote learners and make
them feel very much a part of
the in-person classroom. Most
of all, she leads by example.
She constantly buys supplies
and rewards at her own cost
because she believes in her
students and has their best
interest at heart at all times.”

The School of Saints Faith,
Hope & Charity Principal
Dr. Molly Cinnamon had a
plan right away for all faculty,
students, parents and staff.
“From the beginning of the
pandemic, she wanted the
school to be a place for families
to come to drive by and pick up
lessons three days a week. And
she was there to help pass out
meals to families each morning.
I really don’t know if we could
be in the safe position we are in
today without her leadership.”

Teacher assistant Tiffany
Jeffries at Academy of St.
Benedict the African “is
vivacious, bringing life and
energy to school even in the
midst of the extreme challenges
of a COVID-19 classroom. The
example that rings loudest in
my mind is how she took it upon
herself to turn our gymnasium
into our new classroom. She
hustled to create posters and
decorations to make it feel
less like a gym and more like a
home.”

Office of Catholic Schools Leadership Team
Jim Rigg, Ph.D., Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Phyllis Cavallone, MA, Chief of Academics
Matthew Walter, MBA, Chief Operating Officer
Elise Matson-Dite, Ed.D, Director of Leadership Formation
John Glimco, MS, Chief of School Governance and Policy
Melissa Link, MA, Director of Catholic Mission and Culture
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St. Bartholomew School social
studies teacher and school
compliance coordinator
Christopher Butz gave up
his summer to meet regularly
with administration to develop
a comprehensive written plan
to open the school safely —
complete with diagrams, tables
and schedules. “He singlehandedly stickered our two
school buildings with signage
to ensure students, staff and
visitors knew the specific traffic
routes within the school, and
his energy, hard work and
dedication are contagious.”

Catholic Schools
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2030
tel 312.534.5200 fax 312.534.5295
schools.archchicago.org

OUR MISSION

Archdiocese of Chicago
Catholic Schools

follow @ChiCathSchools

@ChiCathSchools

Rob Hart Photography©

The mission of the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools is to provide
an excellent Christ-centered education to enable each child to reach his or
her greatest potential. We strive to educate the whole child — academically,
spiritually, physically and emotionally — through an environment of faith,
compassion and academic rigor. An important part of our mission is our
commitment to serve all families. Our Catholic schools welcome families from
a variety of racial, economic and religious backgrounds.

