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COME, FOLLOW ME ...  
and bring hope to the world
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YOU’RE THEIR ANSWERYOU’RE THEIR ANSWER

With your help, the Annual Catholic Appeal supports the 
schools, parishes, ministries, programs and agencies that 
serve the educational, physical and spiritual needs of the 

people of the Archdiocese of Chicago and beyond.

We thank you for your generosity. 
And so do our Catholic school children.
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OUR MISSION
The Lumen Cordium Society recognizes the unique 
history, personality and strength of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. It celebrates the inspired generosity and vision 
of both the laity and clergy who came before us, building 
hundreds of spires that reach to heaven throughout Cook 
and Lake counties as testimony to their faith.

In the 21st century, the Society welcomes those who, 
like their ancestors, know in their hearts that they have  
a mission from birth to leave something that will live 
long after them as testimony to the faith and vision of 
these times.

Graced by the Gospel and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
the Society’s purpose is to establish a legacy of 
strengthening the faith and spiritual future of new 
generations of Jesus’ disciples.
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COME, FOLLOW ME … 
and bring hope to the world
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Welcome to the summer issue of the Lumen Cordium magazine. It takes up the 
theme of the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal — Come, follow me … and bring hope 
to the world. Followers of Jesus are meant to be signs and sources of hope for 
our world. Together, we are a community that nurtures hope and imagines new 
possibilities for our future — all inspired by the Lord. After these months of illness, 
social unrest and economic uncertainty, our witness to hope is more important now 
than ever before. 

Often, you will hear it said that young people are the hope of our future. I certainly 
agree with that. But young people do not stand alone as our hope. Older people, too, 
who have generously and lovingly given themselves in family life, in the workplace 
and in their communities, are also witnesses and foundations for hope. In fact, 
each generation can inspire hope for others. Together, all the disciples of the 
Risen Lord Jesus are summoned to know and to testify to the great promise held 
in him who is our hope and our salvation. For us who believe, then, hope must be 
intergenerational. And that fact shapes the Church’s mission and ministry. 

The works of the Church, which you generously support as part of the Lumen Cordium 
Society, serve different age groups and communities that journey in hope to God’s 
Kingdom. Those works include education, formation, necessary financial assistance for 
needy communities and schools and even outreach on a global scale through Catholic 

Relief Services. Members of the Lumen 
Cordium Society can be rightly proud 
of their support of the Church mission 
and ministry that, over the years, 
has amounted to $127 million. That 
generosity has helped to infuse hope in 
our world. 

May this issue of Lumen Cordium 
magazine inspire you to grow as a 
missionary disciple of Jesus and as a 
beacon of his hope. 

 Sincerely yours in Christ,

 Archbishop of Chicago

from the cardinal

2021  Annual Catholic Appeal
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reading and 105 percent in math, compared to national 
scores of 87 percent in reading and 67 percent in 
math. The results include English language learners, 
economically disadvantaged students and/or those 
needing individualized education plans.

Our schools also garnered national attention and 
praise for implementing a best-in-class reopening 
program. In addition, they also provide the stability 
and comfort of a daily school routine, serve daily 
nutritional meals for students and provide a safe place 
to learn and grow.  

Our scholarship programs offer thousands of 
students the opportunity to receive a high-quality 
education in a faith-based environment each year. 
In the 2020-21 academic year, the archdiocese 
and the Empower Illinois and Big Shoulders Fund 
scholarship-granting organizations awarded nearly 
$19 million in scholarship aid to deserving students. 
Local schools provided an additional $21 million 
in financial assistance. Although these figures are 
significant, there continues to be an ongoing need to 
ensure that all families have the financial support to 
attend a Catholic school.

“We are grateful to Lumen Cordium Society 
members and all those who support our schools, 
including gifts through the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
Because of your generosity, our schools and their 
students continue to thrive,” said Rigg. 

In October, the U.S. Department of 
Education recognized seven archdiocesan 
Catholic schools as being Exemplary High 
Performing Schools by awarding them 
its Blue Ribbon Award. Of the 50 awards 
given to nonpublic U.S. schools, Chicago 
archdiocesan schools received seven. In 
2020, our schools earned more Blue Ribbon 
Awards than any system of any type.

 St. Andrew School, Chicago*
 St. Clement School, Chicago
 St. Francis Xavier School, La Grange*
 St. James School, Arlington Heights*
  St. John of the Cross School, Western 
Springs*
 St. Paul of the Cross School, Park Ridge*
 The School of St. Mary, Lake Forest*

* Six of these schools previously won  
the award

A REPORT ON CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL PROGRESS 
At a time when other school systems were still 
trying to find a path forward, archdiocesan schools 
performed far above national trends. At the start of the 
pandemic, our 5,000+ teachers, administrators and 
staff members quickly pivoted to virtual instruction 
when in-person learning was no longer possible. In the 
fall, our schools safely and successfully opened for full 
in-person instruction for the nearly 41,694 students in 
archdiocesan schools. 

“I am incredibly proud of our students, families and 
employees who have met the immense challenges 
of this past year together,” said Jim Rigg, PhD, 
superintendent.

Chicago Catholic Schools also invested in a new 
state-of-the-art assessment tool for our youngest 
learners in grades K-2. Three times a year, i-Ready 
Diagnostic gives teachers a picture of each student’s 
proficiency and growth in reading and math and offers 
targeted, personalized practice and instruction. Last 
year, we implemented i-Ready in all K-2 grades, with 
an additional 95 schools voluntarily employing the 
program in grades 3-8. 

The results have been striking, in spite of the 
pandemic. Of the 7,382 students across 85 schools who 
participated in testing between September 2019 and 
September 2020, growth scores were 130 percent in 

news update

St. Christopher School art teacher Mrs. Serrato answers a 
question from first-grader Gianna Pina.
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theology 101

As recent Bridgeport Catholic Academy graduate 
Grace Zielinski, 14, prepares to receive the sacrament 
of confirmation, she, like many of us, has questions 
about her faith. Even though Grace is young, 
she is grappling with questions about suffering, 
especially in light of this past year. Below are my 
initial responses to her remarkable questions. I must 
emphasize that these are just beginning responses, as 
the questions she raises deserve much more than I can 
offer in this limited space.

Dear Grace,
Your questions are so good, because they are so 

real. Many people of all ages and backgrounds share 
these same questions. Please allow me to offer a few 
initial thoughts.

Some people might say to 
you, “How can you question 
God? That’s blasphemy and an 
insult to God.” But that’s not 
true. The Bible itself, especially 
in the Book of Psalms, our 
treasured prayers, raises the 
same kinds of questions that 
you raise in the face of human 
suffering. Listen, for example, 
to Psalm 22, in which Jesus 
prayed on the cross: 

“My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me? You are far from my plea and the 
cry of my distress.” 

And there is Psalm 60:
“O God, you have rejected us and broken us … You 

have inflicted hardships on your people …”
So, you can legitimately ask these questions, but 

when you do, you also need follow the example of 
the Psalms and keep praying so that, with God’s 
help, you can begin to grasp the meaning of our 
suffering. 

This happens, for example, in Psalm 73: 
“And so when my heart grew embittered and 

when I was cut to the quick, I was stupid and did not 
understand … I was always in your presence; you 
were holding me by my right hand. You will guide 
me by your counsel and so you will lead me to glory.”

So, a first answer to your questions is in the Psalms: 
We may not know exactly why things happen as they 
do, but we do know that God is with us through it all, 
leading us into a future that we can scarcely imagine. 
The key here is not to deny the questions and the 
struggle, but to walk through them with a sense of trust 
in God who loved us so much that he created us, saved 
us through his son, Jesus, and even now sustains us. 

A couple of your questions ask why God isn’t 
helping us and why God isn’t helping us to find a cure 

to the pandemic. In fact, he is 
helping us, but maybe in a way 
that we might not expect at first. 

God is calling us to collaborate 
with him and with each other. 
Think of all the medical 
people. Think of the families 
who are looking out for each 
other. Think of scientists and 
researchers who are working 
on vaccines and a cure. Think 
of people wearing a mask to 
protect themselves and others. 

Think of the many who have extended themselves 
so generously in different ways during this difficult 
time. All of this means that God is helping us by 
having us help each other. 

Grace, even if my answers are not clear or 
complete, I want you to know that God walks with 
you. Believe in that and trust in the Lord. Thank you 
for your thoughtful questions. 

 Father Louis J. Cameli, STD, is the Cardinal’s 
delegate for Christian Formation and Mission for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago.
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BY FATHER LOUIS J. CAMELI, STD 

SEARCHING FOR 
ANSWERS IN A 
DIFFICULT TIME

  Why is the world suffering  
so much?
  Why isn’t God helping us during 
this pandemic?
  Why is God not helping us find a 
cure for COVID-19?
  Why is God allowing so many 
people to get sick and die, 
especially if we are all praying 
for our loved ones to get better 
and not suffer?
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catholic relief services

NEW HOME IN NEPAL 
BRINGS PEACE OF MIND
Tara Devi Darzi lives with her husband, Jiban Darji, and her 13-year-old 
son, Ram Kumar Darji, in Ragani, a rural village in the Okhaldhunga 
district of eastern Nepal. Years after two earthquakes devastated this 
region of Nepal, Tara still struggles to meet her family’s daily needs. 

Tara and her family were 
identified as among the most 
vulnerable survivors of the 2015 
quakes. When the CRS team first 
met her, her living conditions were 
deteriorating. Her family’s home 
was little more than a tent, with 
limited bedding and utensils.

Her new house, built as part of 
a CRS recovery project, relieved 
a major worry about her family’s 
well-being.

“Every morning I send my son 
to school, I am out in the village 
looking for a job for the day,” 
Tara says. “I bring home what I 
make for the day, so I can feed 

my family. Mostly I get food for 
the work done. Sometimes I 
receive money, which I save to 
ensure my son continues with his 
schooling,” says Tara.

With years of living in a 
makeshift shelter, being selected 
as a CRS participant in the housing 
project was a blessing for her. CRS 
provided raw materials, masons 
and other resources totaling 
$4,500 to ensure her house was 
earthquake resilient. The house 
took 50 days to build, and Tara felt 
like it was a prolonged dream.

“I still wake up at times in the 
middle of the night, thinking this is 

still a dream. When I see my child 
lying next to me, I feel relieved.”

This house is part of a two-year 
recovery project that provided 
technical support for more than 
5,000 households, including 
construction of earthquake-
resilient houses and water and 
sanitation services.

“I know this house is my lucky 
charm. I will overcome all my 
family needs one day at a time. 
Now that I have a house, I don’t 
have to worry much,” she says. 

As a member of the Lumen 
Cordium Society, your 
Annual Catholic Appeal 
gift provides support 
for Catholic Relief 
Services and is greatly 
appreciated. CRS is the 
official international 
humanitarian agency of 
the U.S. Catholic Church.
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Tara’s new house, built as part of a CRS recovery project, relieved a major worry about her family’s well-being.

BY NRPENDRA KHATRI/CRS
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FINDING 
RENEWED 
HOPE What the pandemic 

has taught us
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T he 2021 theme for the Annual Catholic 
Appeal is Come follow me … and bring 
hope to the world. In a year marked by 

struggles with the coronavirus, social unrest and even 
natural disasters, it seems counterintuitive to sound 
the call to bring hope to the world. Still, as difficult as 
our experiences have been, I am convinced that real 
hope has come into sharper focus for us, and in a way 
that will enable us to bear that hope into a world in 
need. The pandemic has advanced us on a spiritual 
path that leads us to deeper hope. Let me identify 
seven ways that this has happened.

HOPE 
THROUGH  

OUR 
VULNERABILITY

The pandemic laid 
bare our vulnerability. 
And that certainly 
means our capacity 
to be wounded and 
diminished by disease 
and the limitations of 
our mortal bodies. Even 
more, the pandemic 
taught us that, at some 
fundamental and 
ultimate level, we do 
not and cannot control 
our lives. That turns out 
not be all bad news. 

Paradoxically, that 
lack of control can free 
us from trying so hard 
every day to control 
and manage our lives. 
The lack of control can 
teach us to surrender 
ourselves into God’s 
hands and to allow 
ourselves to be carried 

forward into a future 
designed not by us but 
by God. Living with 
our vulnerability in 
that way renews our 
hope. Additionally, it 
expands our capacity 
for compassion for 
other vulnerable 
creatures with whom 
we share this earth. And 
that leads to another 
dimension of hope.

SOLIDARITY  
AND CONNECTION

If great despair 
is an experience of 
isolation, then great 
hope is an experience of 
connection, solidarity 
and communion. The 
pandemic taught us 
that we are in this life 
together. Wearing a 
mask is not just about 
self-protection; it is a 

means to protect each 
other. Bringing groceries 
to those in quarantine 
or isolation is more 
than a kind gesture — 
it expresses our basic 
reliance on each other  
to survive. 

If we can rely on each 
other and if we can 
support one another, 
there is reason for hope. 
Our destiny and our 
salvation, according 
to Church teaching, 
can only unfold in 
and through our 
connection, solidarity 
and communion. 

“For God decided not 
to save us and make us 
holy singly one by one 
but to gather a people to 
himself.” (see The Constitution 

on the Church, 9, from the Second 

Vatican Council)

CREATIVE 
IMAGINATION

How many times 
during the pandemic 
have we done things 
in a new and creative 
way that we would 
have never done if our 
old routines had been 
maintained? I think 
of grandparents using 
technology to connect 
with and follow their 
grandchildren. I think 
of people learning how 
to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries and other 
big life events with drive-
throughs. I think of how 
people stepped up and 
devised ways to help 
others who were out 
of work or out of food 

BY FATHER LOUIS J. CAMELI

The lack of 
control can teach 
us to surrender 
ourselves into 
God’s hands and to 
allow ourselves to 
be carried forward 
into a future 
designed not by us 
but by God.

The lack of 
control can teach 
us to surrender 
ourselves into 
God’s hands and to 
allow ourselves to 
be carried forward 
into a future 
designed not by us 
but by God.
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by enlisting neighbors 
to collect money and 
groceries. I think of 
teachers who found 
new ways to engage 
their students. I think of 
medical personnel who 
improvised new ways 
to deliver care to their 
patients. All these are 
examples of the exercise 
of creative imagination, 
a gift we did not always 
realize that we had 
within us.

God, the Creator, gives 
his creatures a share in 
his capacity to create, 
to do new things or to 
do old things in a new 
way. This is the gift of 

creative imagination. 
It is a gift that carries 
us through perplexing 
circumstances and so 
gives us a sense of hope. 
We come to know that 
we have inner resources, 
God-given and often 
untapped, to carry us 
forward. We discovered 
or, perhaps better, re-
discovered the gift of 
creative imagination 
that gives us hope 
through the pandemic.

SIMPLIFICATION

The pandemic 
has forced us to live 
differently. It has 

pressed us to pare down 
our often complicated 
lives. In prepandemic 
times, we took for 
granted that we would 
be going out to eat or to 
a show or to a game or 
on vacation or to visit 
friends. Our calendars 
were full, and we often 
hurried from one 
thing to the next. The 
pandemic brought all 
of that to a screeching 
halt. We stayed home 
more or even most of 
the time. We cooked for 
ourselves. We discovered 
empty spaces in our 
day, something that 
was unaccustomed and 

perhaps occasionally 
disconcerting. In 
surprising ways, the 
pandemic simplified our 
lives. And spiritually that 
has been a gift that can 
generate hope.

Simplification means 
coming to terms with 
what is essential. Hope 
clings to what truly 
matters: ultimately, our 
destiny is in God, who is 
love. The simplification 
of our life allows us to let 
go of encumbrances that 
claim undue importance 
in our lives and, at the 
same time, unblock 
our full embrace of the 
future that God gives us. 

RE-APPRECIATING 
THE GENERATIONS

The pandemic made 
us take another look 
at each other. In a 
particular way, we 
became re-attuned to 
the different generations 
in our lives. We saw 
our older parents 
and grandparents in 
a new light, as very 
much valued and also 
very vulnerable to the 
onslaughts of COVID. 
Children of those older 
parents recognized 
their responsibility to 
safeguard and protect 
their parents and, at 
the same time, to do 
the same for their 
own children. In all 
of this, the different 
forms of distancing and 
separation made us 
more acutely aware of 
how important these 

God, the Creator, gives his creatures a share in his capacity to create, to do new things 
or to do old things in a new way. This is the gift of creative imagination. It is a gift that 
carries us through perplexing circumstances and so gives us a sense of hope.
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intergenerational 
relationships are. 

At a fundamental 
level, our hope is 
nourished by those who 
go before us and those 
who follow. Young 
people, of course, carry 
the seeds of hope with 
their movement into 
the future. To nourish 
their hope, however, 
they depend on the 
steady power of those 
who have lived well 
and have affirmed 
key directions in life. 
Generations sustain 
each other in hope. 
This is so clear in the 
Scriptures. When God 
wants to lead a new 
generation out of the 
slavery of Egypt, he 
tells Moses to identify 
him as “the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.” (See Ex 3:15)

LIFE NEWLY VALUED

Certainly, before the 
pandemic, we knew that 
life was valuable. Having 
moved through these 
months, however, we 
can now claim a new and 
deepened sense of that 
value. Recently, the New 
York Times has been 
running a page titled 
“Those We Have Lost 
to COVID,” featuring 
celebrities and ordinary 
people. The poignant 
sense of loss in these 
stories underscores the 
preciousness of life. In 
another way, the valiant 
efforts and struggles 
of medical personnel 

to care for and cure 
patients struggling 
with the most complex 
instances of COVID  
tell us how much life  
is worth. 

Of course, as St. Paul 
insists, our hopes are 
not anchored only in 
this life. (See 1 Cor 15:19) We 
believe that God calls 
us to new, abundant 
and eternal life. Still, 
that eternal life is on 
a continuum with the 
life we experience right 
now. When we claim 
the preciousness of 
our earthly life, we also 
allow ourselves to hope 
in life eternal. 

A PURIFIED AND 
RESPONSIBLE FAITH

The pandemic pushes 
us to pray more often 
and more intensely. 
We beg God to free us 
from this plague. These 
are necessary prayers. 
We have needed divine 
help. At the same time, 
we also have come to 
know our need to claim 
our responsibility for 
bringing an end to the 
pandemic. The whole of 
our existence — and we 
relearned this forcefully 
through the pandemic 
— is a partnership 
of divine grace and 
human freedom. God 
is generous beyond 
measure, and God also 
calls us to exercise 
our free response to 
his grace and his help. 
Faith that blindly and 
irresponsibly pushes 

everything on to some 
“divine force” is a denial 
of the partnership to 
which God calls us. His 
grace is sovereign, but 
his grace also summons 
us to claim our 
responsibility.

While we relearn 
who God is and who 
we are before God 
through the trials of the 
pandemic, our faith is 
purified. Once purified 
and made responsible, 
faith gives rise to hope. 
And this hope is not in 
our own power but in 
God’s grace to which we 
respond, and which will 
lead us home.

RECLAIMING  
OUR HOPE IN GOD 

It is easy enough to 
reduce the pandemic 
to a medical crisis. It 
certainly has been that. 
Even more, the pandemic 
belongs to our individual 
and collective spiritual 
journey. The trials and 
the struggles that it 
has prompted move us 
forward to reclaim our 
hope in God. From that, 
the theme of this year’s 
Annual Catholic Appeal 
draws its power and gives 
us direction: Come follow 
me … and bring hope to 
the world. 

The different forms of distancing and separation 
have made us more acutely aware of how important 
intergenerational relationships are to our well-being. 
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ways to engage

If they come, they want to know 
FATHER ANDREW LIAUGMINAS knows full well 
how important the college years are to a student’s 
life. As chaplain and director of Calvert House Cath-
olic Center at the University of Chicago, he views the 
ministry as a privilege with a mission and a mandate 
to encourage students to explore a deeper relation-
ship with Christ. 

“The work that’s done on a college campus deter-
mines much of a person’s direction in life,” he said. 
With most students ranging in age from 18-year-old 
undergraduates to graduate students in their late 20s 
and beyond, the decisions and habits formed in college 
can last a lifetime. Calvert House gives them the foun-
dation for a fulfilling and lifelong practice of their faith.

According to Father Andrew, there are two prima-
ry dimensions to the ministry at Calvert House. 

The first is to serve as a full parish for the students 
and faculty of the university. This includes offering 
Mass, the sacraments, marriage preparation and 

vocational discernment 
centered on the kinds 
of questions and needs 
students at a university 
have. “The U of C is a 
community of scholars 
from all over the world,” 
he said. “Calvert House 
is here to be the parish 
for this community.” 

In addition, Father Andrew serves as the repre-
sentative of the Catholic Church on campus when-
ever the university community wants to engage 
with the Church — whether it’s intellectual ques-
tions about the Church’s position on a certain topic 
or at ecumenical meetings of interreligious groups.

Calvert House also provides students with all  
the tools they need to gain a deeper relationship 
with Christ. 

The U of C is a place of great learning and knowl-
edge, “at the same time,” Father Andrew said, “it is 
also a secular campus. Students here must be pre-

Students Tony Brooks, Aidan Stenson, Christina Pirrotta and Julia Carney make spiritual-growth packs with 
holy water, a crucifix, a journal, a Stations booklet, a catechism and a pen for students in their community.

OUR PILLARS

• SPIRITUALTY
• FORMATION
• SERVICE 
• FELLOWSHIP
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BY CARLA BEECHER

pared to live their faith and — 
especially at a place of such 
great intellectual inquiry 
— explain it to others, should 
they ask about Christianity 
or the Catholic faith. 

“Many times, these ques-
tions require a deep dive 
into their faith, which can 
be a great entrée for them to 
commit to a more profound 
relationship with Christ. The 
ministry is also a great evan-
gelization tool for the archdi-
ocese: we introduce Christ to 
new people, strengthen the 
faith of current Catholics and 
offer vocational discernment.”

For those students who 
are “culturally Catholic” or 
entering the Calvert House for the first time, he said 
there is an opportunity for them to start asking very 
fundamental questions about their faith —  questions 
that they may not have thought about before. 

“We challenge them to grow in their faith and hear 
where the voice of Christ is calling them to take up 
their mission in service to the Church and beyond,” 

he said. “If they come, they 
want to know.”

Calvert House’s new Small 
Group Program — pods of five 
to seven people who meet regu-
larly for fellowship and forma-
tion guided by study questions 
and formation resources — is 
also a great evangelization tool 
for the archdiocese.

“Often, when Calvert House 
students move into their 
careers in the sciences and 
humanities, they go inten-
tionally as Catholics — taking 
a robust Catholic formation 
experience from here to 
wherever they venture next.” 

The Annual Catholic Appeal 
supports ministries through-

out the archdiocese, including Calvert House. 
“Without the support from the archdiocese, we 

wouldn’t be able to have such a deep and lasting 
impact on our students,” Father Andrew said. “The 
lessons our students learn here will carry with them 
as they go through life, sharing the love of Christ 
with others.” 

Father Andrew Liaugminas

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

The first organization of 
Catholics on campus, started 
circa 1901, called itself simply 
the Catholic Club of the 
University of Chicago. In 1903, 
it became the Brownson 
Club, named for the 19th-
century American Catholic 
Orestes Brownson. In 1923, 
Dr. Jerome Kerwin, associate 
professor of political science 
at the University of Chicago, 
began leading the club. Under 
his leadership, it changed its 
name in 1926, settling on the 

Newman Club for Catholic 
Students (after 19th-century 
English theologian and poet 
Saint John Henry Cardinal 
Newman). Finally, the group 
was renamed the Calvert 
Club in honor of Sir George 
Calvert, 1st Baron Baltimore, 
founder of the first American 
colony to give religious 
freedom to Catholics.

In 1940, Chicago Catholic 
philanthropist Frances Crane 
Lillie donated the funds to 
the Archdiocese of Chicago 
to purchase a home adjacent 
to the campus at 5735 S. 

University Avenue to serve 
as the university’s Catholic 
chaplaincy and a place for 
students to grow in their 
faith, receive the sacraments 
and form a community of 
active and engaged young 
adult Catholics, which 
continues today. 

Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
appointed Monsignor Joseph 
Connerton as the first 
chaplain of Calvert House in 
1940. In 2017, Cardinal Blase 
Cupich appointed Father 
Andrew Liaugminas as the 11th  
chaplain of Calvert House.

Calvert House’s mission is to invite students to grow deeper in Christ and wider with the 
Church – that is, to encounter Jesus Christ ever more deeply and to discover and live out  
the vocation to discipleship within the context of the Church and in service to the world. 
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parish spotlight

SERVING UP FOOD, 
COMMUNITY AND 
HOSPITALITY
Longtime parishioner Rbell Hendley has been a 
faithful St. Columbanus Food Pantry volunteer since 
it opened 15 years ago. She views her work as part of 
a spiritual calling.

“When I retired after 34 years of teaching at Chicago 
Public Schools, I had the time and the wish to give back 
for what I had received,” said the Bronzeville resident. 
“I feel that God blessed me so much in my life, and 
since I’ve been a member of the church for more than 
50 years, it seemed the right thing to do.”

Under the guidance of Father Matthew S. 
O’Donnell, pastor of St. Columbanus since 2013, 
the food pantry supports parishioners and their 
neighbors in the Park Manor, Greater Grand 
Crossing, Woodlawn and Chatham communities. 
The church was built in 1909 and is one of the oldest 
African-American Catholic parishes in the city.

 “Our parishioners are very generous and have 
a strong desire to help others,” O’Donnell said 
recently. “Hospitality is important to the life of 
the parish, so we’ve been intentional about going 
beyond our Sunday gathering and worship.” 

The food pantry opens its doors once a week — just 
as it’s done since 2005 — and typically serves between 
300 and 500 families a week, giving away about 1 
million pounds of food a year. Staff have noticed an 

uptick in shoppers since 
the start of pandemic.  

The pantry volunteer 
staff treats every guest 
as a member of the St. 
Columbanus family. 
“We recognize that 
many of our neighbors 
are not Catholics, but 
our mission is to move 
beyond the walls of the 
church and look and 
listen to the needs of 
our community,” he 
said. “Our ministries 
provide people with 
resources, a sense of 
belonging and a way to 
connect to each other.”

Shoppers who visit 
the pantry follow CDC 
guidelines for safety 
and have the option 
to choose their own 
food from the shelves: 
canned goods, fresh 
produce, meats, boxed 
cereals, rice and bread. 

“We’re set up just like a store,” said Hendley. “It’s 
important to give our shoppers a sense of dignity.” 

Before the pandemic, the church set up grills on 
its front steps and hosted pop-up cookouts in the 
summer, offering free hot dogs, hamburgers and 
music. They also showed movies on their lawn, 
providing the neighborhood some family-friendly 
entertainment in the summer and the chance to 
share some laughs and camaraderie. 

O’Donnell says the church’s success is due, in part, 
to the support it receives from the archdiocese. 
“The Annual Catholic Appeal supports our various 
ministries,” he said. “In the last few years, we’ve 
exceeded our ACA goal and got a rebate check that’s 
been a huge help. It comes in the spring and allows 
us to plan our ministerial outreach through the end 
of fiscal year. This year, we used the funds to invest 
more in our streaming technology to increase our 
online presence.

“We’re grateful as a parish for the ACA financial 
support, and it’s a good way to connect to the larger 
archdiocese.” 

BY CARLA BEECHER

Volunteer Nicole Duncan bags some produce for the food pantry’s patrons.

Father Matthew O’Donnell
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BY CARLA BEECHERdonor profile

THESE (TRANSPLANTED) 
PARISHIONERS ARE NOW 
TRUE CHICAGOANS
Lumen Cordium Society members Jay Tremblay and his wife, Jan 
Koors, vividly recall an incident that occurred not long after they moved 
to Chicago from New York.

“In the early morning hours of 
February 4, 2009, the roof of Holy 
Name Cathedral caught fire,” Jay 
said. It destroyed much of the 
recent ceiling restoration and left 
the cathedral with severe water 
damage. “We had just been there 
the evening before auditioning 
to become lectors, so we were 
stunned to learn what had 
happened the next morning.”

The fire made the couple that 
much more committed to their 
new spiritual home, and they 
have since found numerous 
ways to engage in the life of 
the archdiocese. The couple 
lend their time and financial 
support to a wide variety of 
educational and religious causes, 

with a particular emphasis on 
supporting Catholic education. 

“At a time when people are 
talking about investing in the stock 
market,” said Jay, “Jan and I are 
interested in investing in people. 
We’re grateful for the help and 
encouragement we received when 
we were young and want to make 
sure others experience that same 
sense of belief in themselves.”

Both attended Catholic schools 
growing up and were raised in 
the Catholic tradition of serving 
their community. They fund 
scholarships for students in 
grades 6 - 8 at two schools on the 
South Side, believing that that 
age is a critical time in a child’s 
development. 

“For some families, those 
middle-school years can be 
financially difficult, especially if 
they have other children’s tuition 
to pay,” said Jay, who has never 
forgotten his own good fortune 
when “someone generously paid 
my tuition so I could attend a 
Jesuit high school.” 

The couple sponsor the 
Celebrating Catholic Education 
breakfast, which normally is 
held in February. They also help 
plan the event and recruit other 
sponsors. As Jan noted, “A quality 
education can open the door to 
a lifetime of opportunities for 
children and their families.” 

In addition, Jan sits on the Big 
Shoulders Fund board and Holy 
Name’s Parish Finance Council. 
As longtime members of the 
Lumen Cordium Society, they 
support the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, the COVID Relief Fund, 
the Teach Who Christ Is initiative 
and Tax Credit Scholarships.

“The archdiocese is an integral 
part of the fabric of this city,” Jay 
continued. “Many thousands of 
Chicagoans — Catholic or not — 
are touched by the archdiocese 
every day. The Catholic Church 
assists people with issues 
around food insecurity, housing, 
healthcare, education and safety.”

The couple feel blessed to 
actively participate in whatever 
way they can to help their 
community and encourage others 
to do so, too.

“To be good citizens, good 
community members, people 
should contribute financially, 
if they’re able, or volunteer to a 
cause that’s meaningful to them. 
To us, that is what makes a true 
Chicagoan. Every gift of time, 
talent or treasure deserves to be 
honored and respected,” Jay said. 
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WHAT IS THE LUMEN 
CORDIUM SOCIETY?

THE LUMEN CORDIUM SOCIETY is a special 
alliance of Catholic men and women who take a 
leadership role in the work of the Church. As a 
member, your generosity will set an example of good 
stewardship as you reach out with love to people 
and ministries in need of your assistance. While the 
satisfaction derived from advancing the mission of 
the Church in Chicago is the greatest reward, the 
benefits described below are intended to convey 
Cardinal Cupich’s gratitude for your support.

PATRONS
Those donating at the  
$1,500 to $4,999 level will:

Receive Lumen Cordium magazine twice a year
Be included in the Prayer Intention Book  
of Society members
Be invited to the annual Mass and reception  
with Cardinal Cupich

lumen cordium society

BENEFACTORS
Those donating at the  
$5,000 to $9,999 level will:

Receive the above Patrons benefits
Be invited to an annual reception at  
the Residence with Cardinal Cupich

CARDINAL’S CIRCLE
Those donating at the  
$10,000 to $24,999 level will:

Receive the above Benefactors benefits
Be invited to a Christmas reception with  
Cardinal Cupich

CARDINAL’S GUILD
Those donating at the  
$25,000 to $99,999 level will:

Receive the above Cardinal’s Circle benefits
Be invited to a special dinner with  
Cardinal Cupich

CARDINAL’S ROUNDTABLE
Those donating at the $100,000+ level will:

Receive the above Cardinal’s Guild benefits
Be invited to select roundtable gatherings with 
Cardinal Cupich



LUMEN LEADERSHIP, 
LEGACY AND LOYALIST 
SOCIETIES
TO RECOGNIZE MORE of our generous 
donors who support the work of the Church, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago recently instituted three 
more giving societies in addition to our Lumen 
Cordium Society.

lumen leadership, loyalist and legacy societies

LUMEN LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
Cumulative Lifetime Giving over $100,000
 The Lumen Leadership Society honors 
families and individuals who have made 
cumulative lifetime gifts totaling $100,000 or 
more to archdiocese initiatives, including the 
Annual Catholic Appeal and To Teach Who 
Christ Is. Members receive recognition and 
invitations to special events. If you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Shea Collins, 
director of the Annual Catholic Appeal, at 
312.534.7944 or bcollins@archchicago.org.

LUMEN LOYALIST SOCIETY
Loyal support to the Annual Catholic Appeal
 The Lumen Loyalist Society honors those who 
have made gifts of $500 or more to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal every year for 10 years. If you 
have any questions, please contact Barbara Shea 
Collins, director of the Annual Catholic Appeal, 
at 312.534.7944 or bcollins@archchicago.org.

LUMEN LEGACY SOCIETY
Planned Gifts

The Lumen Legacy Society honors individuals 
who have included a gift to the archdiocese, or 
one of its parishes, schools or ministries, in their 
estate plans – through a will, trust, retirement 
account or other financial asset. Membership 
is also extended to those who establish a gift 
annuity or name the Annual Catholic Appeal as 
a beneficiary in their estate plan. If you have any 
questions, please contact Krystina M. Campbell, 
JD, planned giving officer, at 312.534.5404 or 
kcampbell@archchicago.org.

17

PRAY WITH US
Did you know that the Archdiocese of 
Chicago has many ways to connect to the 
Church and each other when in-person 
contact isn’t possible? The love of God is 
within reach at home by searching our 
website for televised Masses, online prayer 
groups, book clubs, podcasts, Chicago 
Catholic newspaper, Vatican News, Catholic 
radio stations and more. 

To connect to the Chicago archdiocesan 
community and explore the full array of 
offerings, please visit:

archchicago.org/home
Sunday TV Mass Schedule
 
English – 9:30 a.m. on ABC7
Spanish – 10 a.m. on Univision
Polish – 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Polvision
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distribution of funds
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Q: Who needs an estate plan?
A: Everyone.
SOME MAY HEAR THE WORD “ESTATE” and think of mansions 
and manicured gardens, but you don’t have to be wealthy to have 
an estate. Your estate includes everything you own, regardless of 
size. If you want your assets to be given to the people and charities 
you care deeply about after your passing, then it’s important for 
you to establish a formal estate plan. Not only will it give you peace 
of mind, your loved ones will appreciate not having to make tough, 
stressful decisions during an already difficult time.

An estate plan is a collection 
of documents that protects 
your assets and personal 
property and directs how 
and to whom they should be 
distributed after your passing. 
It also designates who has the 
power to make health care 
and financial decisions on your 
behalf during your life if you 
are unable to do so yourself.

5 Key Elements 

A financial power of 
attorney designates 
a person you trust 

who has the legal and financial 
acumen to make decisions, 
manage your investments and 
pay your bills. 

A will details where 
and to whom you 
want your assets 

to go at your passing and 
names an executor/personal 
representative to oversee 
this distribution. You can also 
appoint a guardian in your will 
to care for minor or special-
needs children.

Beneficiary 
designations 
determine the 

persons and/or charities that 
will receive your retirement 
plan assets, life insurance 
proceeds and payable-on-death 
account assets. These accounts 
do not pass through your will or 
probate estate.

Charitable 
beneficiaries can 
be included in your 

estate plan to allow you to 
support the causes you deeply 
care about and to help reduce 
federal estate and gift taxes. 

Health care 
documents may 
include a copy of your 

living will, a HIPAA waiver and 
your health-care surrogate 
designee, among other 
important papers. You may 
want to assign the medical 
and financial representation 
to different people, as well as 
a backup for each in case your 
primary choice is unavailable 
when needed.

Getting started
A great first step in getting 

your estate plan in order is to 
consult with an estate-planning 
attorney. Your attorney will be 
able to properly assess your 
individual situation and work with 
your financial advisor to lay out 
the best possible arrangements 
for achieving your personal, 
financial and charitable goals. 

Beware of using online do-
it-yourself forms or templates 
to draft your will. A generic 
form that may seem to fit your 
personal and financial situation 
may end up being a costly 
mistake that could ultimately 
affect your loved ones later on.

 
Make your documents 
easy to find

If your will and other important 
documents cannot be located, 
they are essentially useless. Make 
sure you store these documents 
in a secure, reasonably accessible 
and easily remembered place. 
Most importantly, your executor 
should know the location of 
these documents and be able to 
readily access them. 
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planned giving

ENVELOPE CHECK BOX
Be sure to check the box on the envelope provided in this 
magazine if you would like information about leaving a planned 
gift to the archdiocese.

GET YOUR FREE GUIDE
For a complimentary guide that 
provides more information on 
the key elements of an estate 
plan, please contact Krystina 
M. Campbell, JD, planned 
giving officer, at 312.534.5404 
or kcampbell@archchicago.org.



Lumen Cordium Society
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2030
tel 312.534.7959  
annualcatholicappeal.com

A PRAYER 
OF HOPE 

“Let nothing disturb you,
nothing frighten you,
all things are passing,

God is unchanging. 

Patience gains all;
nothing is lacking 

to those who have God:
God alone is sufficient.”

– St. Teresa of Ávila
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Chicago Catholic school children thank you 
for your support.
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