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ANSWERING THE CALL
Your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal gives our parishes the resources they need to 
support the ministries, programs and agencies that serve the educational, physical and 
spiritual needs of the people of the Archdiocese of Chicago and beyond. 

Thank you for your gift.   
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OUR MISSION
The Lumen Cordium Society recognizes the unique history, 
personality and strength of the Archdiocese of Chicago. It 
celebrates the inspired generosity and vision of both the 
laity and clergy who came before us, building hundreds 
of spires that reach to heaven throughout Cook and Lake 
counties as testimony to their faith.

In the 21st century, the Society welcomes those who, like 
their ancestors, know in their hearts that they have a mission 
from birth to leave something that will live long after them 
as testimony to the faith and vision of these times.

Graced by the Gospel and spirit of Jesus Christ, the Society’s 
purpose is to establish a legacy of strengthening the faith 
and spiritual future of new generations of Jesus’ disciples.
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WALKING ON THE  
ROAD WITH JESUS

from the cardinal
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As I write to you, we are completing the first phase of Renew My Church, which resulted 
in a significant structural reorganization of the archdiocese. We walked together in these 
years, attentive to the call of Pope Francis to listen to each other and to be attentive to 
directions that the Holy Spirit may offer us. This is what it means to be a “synodal Church,” 
being on the road together, as the Greek words syn-hodos suggest.

Appropriately, our theme for this year’s Annual Catholic Appeal is “Walking on the road 
with Jesus.” This issue of Lumen magazine features stories that describe ways we have 
walked together with Jesus as his Church. The Annual Appeal has always been a way for 
us to be on pilgrimage together — for it supports parishes, schools, religious education, 
ministerial formation, peace-making, respect for life and disaster assistance through 
Catholic Relief Services. This year’s Appeal will also assist our parishes to take up the 
next phase of Renew My Church of building vital, vibrant and sustainable parishes. Each 
of these initiatives looks to the future, and that means fostering faith, discipleship and 
mission in a new generation of disciples and believers. This issue provides a window into 
how the Appeal supports our continuing journey together with the Lord. And even beyond 

the works supported by the Appeal, 
you will see other initiatives that 
contribute to our life together.

Across the years, I have been deeply 
encouraged by the generous spirit 
of the people of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and especially of our Lumen 
donors. Together, we are so much 
more than we are individually. Indeed, 
together we are the Body of Christ that 
journeys with the Lord to the house of 
our Father.

May the good Lord continue to 
bless you and your loved ones for your 
generosity that enables us to keep 
moving forward on the road with Jesus.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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BY CARLA BEECHER

Fore the Kids!  
golf outing benefits 
Catholic schools
It was a full day on the links for 
the 32 foursomes who teed it up 
at Chicago Highland Golf Club in 
Westchester in late June to lend 
their support to Chicago’s Catholic 
schools. Fore the Kids! is an annual 
golf outing whose proceeds help 
fund Catholic school academic 
excellence and support emergency 
tuition assistance. This year’s event 
raised more than $100,000 for 
Catholic schools, a record amount.

“We added a new element for 2022, 
the Cardinal’s Cup tournament, to 
emphasize the importance of our 
schools,” said Clare Sullivan, director 
of scholarships. Each foursome 
represented a school in the archdiocese 
with the top three foursomes winning 
a cash price for their schools. The prize 
money was donated by  Burke, Warren, 
MacKay & Serritella, P.C. 

This year’s grand-prize team was 
sponsored by UKG-Kronos and 
included Joe Rossa, Dave Brown, 
Clint Smothers and Sean McAuliffe. 
Superintendent Greg Richmond 
presented Principal Kathie Donovan 
of St. Hilary Catholic School with a 
$5,000 check along with an engraved 
trophy that is displayed prominently at 
the school.

Fore the Kids! 
Sponsors
•  Air Comfort
•  Amergent
•  Ardent Communications
•  b. Stromberg Construction 

Company, Inc.
•  Bank of America
•  Burke, Warren, MacKay & 

Serritella, P.C.
•  C.J. Erickson Plumbing 

Company
•  Canon Solutions America
•  Catholic Mutual Relief 

Society of America
•  Celtic Engineering
•  CIBC Bank USA
•  The Cleaning Company
•  Constellation Energy 
•  Dimberio Family
•  Empower Illinois
•  Gallagher
•  Geno and Paula Fernandez
•  Global Energy
•  Home Depot Pro
•  J.S.L. Building Restoration 

Group, Inc.
•  Jones & Cleary
•  Kincentric, A Spencer Stuart 

Company 
•  Landscape Recycling
•  Letter Concepts
•  Little Company  

of Mary Sisters
•  Littler
•  The Lombard Company  
•  Loyola University Chicago
•  Mazur & Son  

Construction Co.
•  Neskco
•  The Northern Trust 

Company
•  Parish Staq
•  PNC
•  Pro Studio
•  UKG-Ultimate Kronos Group
•  VL Tavern Group
•  Ward Contracting
•  Wiss, Janney, Elstner 

Associates, Inc.

 Superintendent 
Greg Richmond, 
left, Principal Kathie 
Donovan, second from 
right, and George 
Poulos, strategic 
account manager for 
golf outing sponsor 
UKG-Ultimate Kronos 
Group, are surrounded 
by grateful students 
from St. Hilary School.

The second-place team, sponsored 
by Gallagher, included Kyle McWeeney, 
Adam Nadler, Trevor Smith and Trevor 
Sefcik. Their $3,000 winnings went to 
St. Francis of Rome School in Cicero. 

 And third-place winners Susan 
Overbey, Kent Overbey, Jessica Cox 
and Liz Pall were sponsored by Burke, 
Warren, MacKay & Serritella, P.C. 
Their $2,000 winnings went to Our 
Lady of Charity School in Cicero.

According to St. Hilary’s Principal 
Donovan, the award was personal. Her 
husband works in the golf industry 
and her son, Kyle, was the “Beat the 
Student” challenger from St. Patrick 
High School three years in a row. 
“Players paid a little extra to try to get 
closer to the hole than him,” she said. 
“One year, he got two holes in one!”

The award allowed Donovan to 
“give a little something to each of our 
13 teachers so they would have some 
extra money to equip their classrooms 
this fall,” she said. “Our teachers make 
such financial sacrifices to work in our 
schools, so this stipend to buy supplies 
made their classrooms a bit homier and 
more kid-friendly without it coming 
from their own pockets.

“They are so dedicated to our 
children,” she continued. “They put 
their students in front of themselves.” 
Donovan has been an educator for 34 
years — 19 at St. Hilary and the past 10 
as its principal.

 “It was a really fun event — everyone 
enjoyed themselves and it brought 
focus to our schools,” added Sullivan. 
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theology 101

How to listen to a homily — 
whether good or not so good

BY FATHER LOUIS J. CAMELI, STD

No one will argue that all homilies are of the same quality. They certainly 
are not. Sometimes, when the priest or deacon speaks from conviction and 
with passion, we can easily be caught up in the word of God that he seeks to 
proclaim and explain. We begin to see connections between the word and 
our daily lives with all their challenges. Other times, probably more frequently, 
the homily is OK but not very inspired or inspiring. Finally, there are those 
homilies that can only be characterized as cringe-worthy — perhaps 
cluttered with a string of bad jokes or a collection of pious but pointless 
tidbits. Maybe the homily seems to bore even the preacher himself.

by your own reflection and prayer 
beforehand.

After Mass and through the week, 
the process should continue. You 
leave the church with your experience 
of word and sacrament. Stay with 
the word. Medieval spiritual writers 

spoke of ruminatio, 
which literally means 
“chewing” on the word. 
Let its power to inspire, 
to challenge, to console 
and to engender hope 
take hold of you across 
the week.

In the end, we can say 
that the proclamation of 
the word and preaching 
are essential elements 
of spiritual sustenance. 
Certainly, responsibility 
lies with those who 

proclaim and preach. That is why we 
must pray for them. Responsibility, 
however, also rests with all of those 
who listen. We not only receive the 
word given to us, we must also take 
hold of it.  

Father Louis J. Cameli, STD, is the 
Cardinal’s delegate for Christian 
formation and mission for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago.
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So, where does that put ordinary 
people in the congregation? Is it just 
a matter of the luck of the draw? Or 
is it a matter of listening attentively 
and gratefully when it is good and just 
resigning ourselves to those times 
when it is not so good?

A good starting point to answer 
these questions is to note the 
importance of the word of God that 
the homilies should break open 
and unfold for us. Our contact with 
the word of God contained in the 
Scriptures is vitally important to us. 
God’s word gives us enlightenment 
as we face the challenging enigmas 
of life. That same word offers hope in 
the middle of the inevitable and deep 
struggles that come our way. 

The homily ought to lead us 
into that all-important word to 
understand it and then lead us out 
of the word to live it in our lives. 
Sometimes, that does happen. Often, 
it does not. But there is an art to 
listening that can help us even when 
the homily or the homilist falters. 
There are things we can and ought to 
do as a matter of course.

Before we go to church, perhaps a 
day or more before we go, we should 
read the readings. Access to the 
online readings is easy. Go to this 

website: www.bible.usccb.org. As 
you read, do so not as if you were 
reading a newspaper for information, 
but rather look on the readings 
as a way that God is personally 
communicating with you. Ask 
yourself, “What is the Lord trying to 
tell me?” Spend some 
time. Don’t try to figure  
things out. Rather, 
listen attentively as 
you would to someone 
who loves you and 
wants to communicate 
with you, because that 
is exactly what God 
is doing through the 
biblical word. If you do 
this, when you arrive 
in church, you will be 
more than a passive 
consumer: You will be 
attentive to the word proclaimed and 
explained.

As the homilist preaches — 
whether superbly or not so well — 
something ought to emerge for you 
in the preaching. For that to happen, 
you need to be an active listener. 
You need to move from passive to 
active listening to hear something 
meaningful in the message. You need 
to be primed for this experience 

“ ... look on the 
readings as a 
way that God 
is personally 
communicating 
with you. Ask 
yourself, ‘What is 
the Lord trying to 
tell me?’ Spend 
some time. Don’t 
try to figure 
things out.”
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parish spotlight BY BARBARA SUTTON  

Serving with respect, 
love and dignity 
St. James-Wabash parishioner Deng Yuequi’s eyes 
sparkled as she watched volunteer Christina Sung pluck a 
can of corn from the shelves of the St. James Food Pantry 
at 2907 S. Wabash. As the two moved along the aisle, 
Yuequi filled her cart, just as she would in a grocery store. 

“Despite the challenges 
of taking on the project 
during a pandemic, the 
goal was always crystal 
clear: To better meet 
the needs of the growing 
number of people who visit 
the pantry each month,” 
said Cathy Moore, food 
pantry director. “We 
want all our clients to be 
served with respect, love 

and dignity. And this new 
choice model shows our 
clients that we really do 
care about them.” 

Today, clients meet 
volunteers face to face 
and wheel their carts past 
shelves neatly stocked 
with canned goods, pasta, 
rice and other staples that 
are labeled in both English 
and Chinese. They choose 
from bins of fresh fruit and 
vegetables before moving 
on to pick up meat, dairy, 
eggs and bread. 

On a recent Tuesday 
afternoon, more than 100 
clients arrived in a steady 
stream and were met 
in the waiting room by 
volunteers. Once inside, 
clients choose foods that 
volunteers take from the 
shelves. 

In spring 2019, the goal 
of a full-choice pantry 
seemed a long way off 
when Moore, Social Care 
Director Peter Wawire 
and longtime pantry 
volunteers Bob Gaggiano 
and Sarah Hill reviewed 
a cluttered area that was 
short on shelves, storage 
and refrigeration and had 
little space for volunteers 
to work and no room at all 
for clients. 

But, over the months, 
the four drew plans for 
the new pantry. Hill, 
who was the consulting 
architect for the project, 

translated their ideas into 
a space that was up to code, 
accessible and allowed for a 
smooth flow of clients and 
volunteers. The design also 
considered needs for daily 
food distribution, stocking 
shelves and the monthly 
Saturday pantry. “It had 
to be adaptable for very 
different needs,” she said.

During its test run, 
Moore recalls seeing 
client Monique Lewis, 
who uses a wheelchair, 
waiting patiently on the 
side because she didn’t 
think she’d fit with her 
wheelchair.

“I told her, ‘Yes, you can 
go in.’ I’ll get two people to 
assist you and I’ll meet you 
at the meat station when 
you come out. 

“When she came out, 
her face was transformed. 
She had a look that spoke 
volumes: She was equal 
to everybody and got 
what she wanted. She was 
smiling, almost crying, and 
all of us were smiling, too. 
I knew then that this is 
right. It feels right.”  

GET INVOLVED
Although the new 
pantry is up and 
running, challenges 
remain, especially 
frequent long lines and 
a chronic shortage of 
volunteers. To volunteer 
or learn more about 
St. James Food Pantry, 
call 312.842.1919 
ext. 214 or send a 
note to volunteer@
stjameswabash.org. 
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This kind of teamwork 
happens often now that the 
pantry has been converted 
to full-choice food 
distribution. According 
to Father John Edmunds, 
pastor, the transformation 
involved a major rehab 
of the pantry space and, 
more importantly, a total 
rethinking of the client-
volunteer experience. 

 St. James Food Pantry 
Director Cathy Moore and 
volunteer Herb Hrebic 
discuss the day’s donations.
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and immediate sense of 
our relationship with him. 
Walking together says that 
each day as we face the 
struggles and challenges 
of life as well as its bless-
ings and invitations, Jesus 
is there. To use words 
borrowed from journal-
ism, Jesus is embedded in 
the action of our lives. But 
there is more.

This journey on the road 
with Jesus is not individ-
ualistic or private. It is 
always a shared journey 
with other disciples who 
share their relationship 
with the Lord. We go to 
him and with him together. 
That is the deepest sense 
of Church, a dynamic com-
munity of disciples who 
move together with their 
Lord. The Second Vatican 
Council in the Constitution 
on the Church captured the 
sense of our connection in 
the Lord: “It has pleased 
God … to make men [and 
women] holy and save them 
not merely as individuals 
without any mutual bonds, 
but by making them into 
a single people, a people 
which acknowledges him  
in truth and serves him in 
holiness.” (9) That same 
Constitution links this 
community with move-
ment by calling the Church 
“the pilgrim people of 
God”: “… until there be 
realized new heavens 
and a new earth in which 
justice dwells, the pilgrim 
Church, in its sacraments 
an institutions, which 
belong to this present age, 
carries the mark of this 

Although it sounds like 
a harmless religious 
commonplace, the 2023 
theme for the Annual 
Catholic Appeal  —  
Walking on the road with 
Jesus  —  has the stark 
power to turn our lives 
around. Let me explain.

Pope Francis initiated 
a multiyear process of 
prayer, encounter and 
discernment — a way for 
the Church to reclaim its 
identity as a people on 
the road, on a journey in 
the company of Jesus. 
He has called for a synod 
on synodality. The word 
“synodality,” unfamiliar 
to many, actually has a 
simple meaning. It derives 
from two Greek words syn 
(with) and hodos (road) 
and has the sense of being 
on the road together, just 
as we see in St. Luke’s 
Gospel, Chapter 24, with 
the story of the two disci-
ples on the road to Em-
maus with Jesus.

Often, Christian people 
speak of the importance 
and the necessity of having 
a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. That 
relationship understood 
correctly is, indeed, the 
decisive shaping force of 
our lives as believers. But 
it can also seem to be a 
static or fixed experience 
for us. When we speak of 
walking on the road with 
Jesus, there is — it seems 
to me — a more dynamic 

Is it real? 
Is it important? 
Is it life-changing?

BY FATHER LOUIS CAMELI, STD
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world which will pass, and 
she herself takes her place 
among the creatures which 
groan and travail yet and 
await the revelations of the 
sons [and daughters] of 
God.” (48)

Fostering our journey 
together with Jesus

Our faith in Jesus and 
our relationship with him 
defines our lives entirely. 
In the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he leads us to the 
Father, so that we can one 
day share fully in the life 
of the Most Holy Trinity 
—  complete knowledge 
and absolute love. We will 
see God face to face. That 
is our foundational hope. 
And for our life now, on 
this earth, we move toward 
that blessed state by join-
ing Jesus and each other 
in his Church and finding 
freedom from the ravages 
of sin and death. Then, we 
can begin to claim our new 
life that germinates now 
and flowers in the future.

Our faith, our relation-

ship with Jesus, our life 
together in the Church, 
our hope in eternal life — 
all this is grace and gift, 
beyond what we could ever 

earn, merit or deserve. We 
are blessed. That grace and 
gift also signals our re-
sponsibility to receive and 
foster the gift. How do we 
do that? This really is the 
question of stewardship, 
a summons to a generous 
response to what God has 
done for us. So, how exact-
ly do we support and foster 
our journey together with 
Jesus?

There are a number of 
ways we can think about 
the shape of our response 
and about the support 
that we offer each other in 
the Church as we journey 
together with Jesus. I 
would suggest considering 
three essential dimensions 
of our life together in the 
Church as markers for 
our stewardship. Three 
important New Testament 
words have described basic 
elements of our Church 

life from the earliest times: 
communion, worship and 
service. 

Communion
An important word in 

the New Testament to 
describe the Church is the 
word koinonia, usually 
translated as “commu-
nion” or “community.”  

The Church, of course, is a 
community tied together 
in various ways but essen-
tially by the common bond 
of faith in Jesus Christ. To 
say that we belong to this 
communion or communi-
ty means that we belong 
to each other and that we 
need to care for one anoth-
er. We are in this together, 

“ Three important 
New Testament 
words have 
described basic 
elements of our 
Church life from 
the earliest times: 
communion, 
worship and 
service.” 

 To say that we belong to this communion or community 
means that we belong to each other and that we need to care 
for one another. We are in this together, and we need to be 
good stewards of each other.
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and we need to be good 
stewards of each other. In 
the practical order, this 
means — first of all — get-
ting to know each other in 
the community of faith in 
all our diversity. We need 
to make connections, or we 
don’t have community. It 
also means offering practi-
cal support and help when 
others in the community 
or the community itself 
are in need. Think of the 
Annual Catholic Appeal’s 
outreach to parishes in 
need.

Worship
At the heart of who we 

are on the road together 
with Jesus is our prayer 
and worship together. Just 
as those disciples on the 
way to Emmaus received 
God’s word from Jesus 
and broke the eucharistic 
bread with him, so we do 

the same. We are good 
stewards of our worship, 
first and foremost, when 
we actively and con-
sciously participate in our 
common liturgy. We show 
up. We sing, we speak, 
we stand, we kneel — we 
put ourselves into our 
collective act of worship. 
By extension, we are good 
stewards of worship when 
we support all those who 
contribute in any special 
way to that prayer togeth-
er. Again, think about the 
Annual Catholic Appeal’s 
support of priests’ and 
other ministers’ ongoing 
formation. Think of the 
ways that we train cate-
chists and others, so that 
they can bring our young 
people to the altar. 

Service
The word “service” 

completes the basic or 
constitutive elements of 
our life together in the 
Church. Service can seem 
to be very open-ended, 
undifferentiated and 

even vague. In fact, from 
the very beginnings of 
the Church in the Acts of 
the Apostles, service has 
assumed a very specific 
shape. It meant caring for 
widows and orphans. It 
meant distributing food to 
the hungry. 

Pope Francis has spoken 
of “a synodal Church” as a 
Church that is not intro-
verted, that is, turned in 
on itself and concerned 
about its own preserva-
tion. A synodal Church 
is a serving Church that 
has its sights always set 
outwards, a Church that 
— in his words — “goes 
forth” in mission. And 
our stewardship of the 

Church’s service-in-mis-
sion assumes different 
forms. It means our own 
willingness to be avail-
able, in whatever way 
we can, to assist others 
both within and without 
the family of faith. The 
only determinant of our 
concern and service is the 
need others experience. 
In another way, perhaps 
more indirectly but very 
importantly, we can sup-
port initiatives that allow 
the Church to carry on the 
mission of service. Again, 
think of the Annual Cath-
olic Appeal and other ini-
tiatives that go to support 
the education of children, 
the strengthening of mar-
riage and family life, and 
the advocacy for peace, 
justice, and a deep respect 
for life from conception to 
natural death.

Conclusion
If we know who we are 

as a people walking on 
the road with Jesus, our 
lives will indeed be turned 
around. We will have a 
focus, and, in the midst of 
countless activities and 
preoccupations of our 
lives, we will find a unify-
ing center in the Lord and 
each other. 

Pope Francis’ call for 
a synod on synodality 
means so much more than 
convening a meeting. It is 
a rich moment in which 
we can claim and reclaim a 
true sense of who we are. It 
can also ignite within us an 
urgent sense of our need to 
be good stewards of God’s 
gifts.  

“ A synodal Church 
is a serving 
Church that has 
its sights always 
set outwards, a 
Church that ... 
‘goes forth’ in 
mission.”

 At the heart of who we are on the road together with Jesus 
is our prayer and worship together.
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generosity BY CARLA BEECHER

Couple’s 
gift honors 
Cardinal 
George by 
redesigning 
media center 
studios
A strong faith in God, an earnest 
desire to contribute to the world 
and a love of family have taken Tai 
“Terry” and You “Catherine” Shin 
from their humble beginnings in 
the United States to a bounty of 
opportunities today that allow them 
to support those things that give 
deeper meaning to their lives.

Terry, president and founder of 
Swagger Foods Corporation, said 
that the couple’s pathway has had 
challenges along the way. “When we 
arrived in Chicago from South Korea 
in 1973, we faced many hardships 
due to the economic condition of the 
time, as well as language and cultural 
barriers; but we persevered.” 

While leading his company, 
Terry’s passion for education and 
continuous learning prompted 
him to earn a doctorate in food 
science and human nutrition at 
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. “As a cancer survivor, 
I felt God’s call to use my education 
and business acumen to create a 
way for cancer patients undergoing 
chemotherapy to get the nutrition 
and fulfillment they need,” he said.

Longtime members of the Church 
of St. Mary and the Lumen Cordium 
Society, the couple, along with their 

“We wanted 
to honor this 
inspiring and 
influential man 
by providing an 
effective and 
far-reaching 
way to relay 
the word of 
God to others.”
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our old set to a Catholic high school, 
which will use it for their broadcast 
journalism program.” 

In addition to their love of God, the 
couple believes mutually respecting 
and dignifying one another ultimately 
increases peace and love in the world.

“The Catholic Church is so 
important to our family,” said 
Catherine, “and we strive to live as 
Jesus did.” 

two daughters, Maria and Erica, 
were fortunate to have spent time 
over the years with the late Frances 
Cardinal George at various events. 
“When we first met, Erica had grown 
away from the Church,” explained 
Catherine. “When the cardinal heard 
this, he took time to have a heartfelt 
conversation with her.” 

“Our entire family still loves and 
deeply respects Cardinal George,” 
added Terry. 

To commemorate Francis Cardinal 
George’s extraordinary contribution 
in the area of communications, the 
Shins made a gift last year to redesign 
and renovate the archdiocese media 
center studios. According to Terry, 
the new Francis Cardinal George 
Studios recognizes the cardinal’s 
desire to broadcast “Who Christ Is” 
to the larger community.

“We wanted to honor this inspiring 
and influential man by providing an 
effective and far-reaching way to relay 

the word of God to others. The ability 
of television and radio to bring people 
together in Christ has been even more 
important during the pandemic.”

“The Shins have been so gracious 
throughout the entire process,” 
said Vince Gerasole, director of 
multimedia content. “Their gift is 
also an example of how one kindness 
gives rise to another. Because of their 
generosity, we were able to donate 

A NEW STUDIO FOR A NEW ERA OF BROADCASTING

According to Vince Gerasole, director of multimedia content,  
the old set was past its prime. “The new set, which was designed 
by some of the nation’s top studio designers, is polished and 
modern and will help the archdiocese’s religious programming 
stand out in a crowded media landscape.” Brian Brach, who 
heads technical operations, used a drone to capture a number of 
images of local parishes for the set’s backdrop. The studio also 
features new performance areas for its magazine and talk shows, 
as well as areas for musical guests and spiritual reflections.
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renew my church BY CARLA BEECHER

RENEW MY CHURCH 

Our Lady 
of Africa Parish 
“Each time our ushers and greeters welcome people through our doors, 
they are practicing radical hospitality,” said Father Robert Kelly, SVD, pastor 
of Our Lady of Africa Parish. “They’re warm, inviting and helpful as they take 
people to their seats or inquire if they need anything to make them more 
comfortable. Whether they have been coming here for years or are brand 
new to us, we want everyone to feel at home here.” 
  

That open-arms greeting illustrates 
this year’s ACA theme of St. Luke’s 
story of Jesus “On the Road to 
Emmaus,” and is one of the things that 
makes this newly unified South Side 
parish in Vicariate VI special. After a 
thoughtful discernment process, the 
faith communities of Corpus Christi, 
Holy Angels, St. Ambrose, St. Anselm 
and St. Elizabeth all now worship at the 
site of the former Holy Angels Church 
in Chicago’s historic Bronzeville 
neighborhood.

Father Kelly and the associate 
pastor, Father Carl Gales, SVD, sought 
to make the Renew My Church 
unification as easy as possible. “We 
understand there can be a tremendous 
sense of loss for those who’ve had to 
say goodbye to their home church,” 
he said. “Some have spent their 
entire lives in one place. It’s a difficult 
process and we recognize that.”

Fathers Kelly and Gale hope that 
that grieving is turning to acceptance 
and perhaps even some joy as 
congregants meet new parishioners 
and embrace Our Lady of Africa as 
their spiritual home. To assist with 
the process, the archdiocese hosted 
four listening sessions through its 
Parish Vitality and Mission Office 
for pastors, leadership teams and 
parishioners as they went through 
the discernment process.

“It really is like losing a loved one,” 
Father Kelly continued. “I think all 
the parishes have understood the 
reasons why it’s been necessary to 
do this, and I hope the archdiocese’s 
transparency about the process has 
been helpful.”

One blessing that has helped ease the 
transition is music. “Our gospel choir 
sings at 11:30 a.m. Mass every Sunday 
and it’s been a great source of unity,” 
Father Kelly added. “It has brought 
people from all five parishes together 
in song. It’s easier to feel welcome and 
accepting when you’re standing next 
to someone singing. New bonds of 
friendship are forming.” 

Our Lady of Africa Parish’s outreach 
center is located at the former St. 
Elizabeth’s and has been renamed 
the Venerable Father Augustus 
Tolton Heritage Center after the 
first Black American to be ordained 
a Catholic priest. There, visitors can 
learn about Tolton and ways the 
Church is confronting racism, build 
on Chicago’s Black Catholic heritage 
and find community services, such as 
its food pantry and meeting spaces 
for programs, including Chicago 
Alternative Policing Strategy (CAPS) 
and Narcotics Anonymous (NA). It’s 
also a place for local children to unite 
in song through the Soul Children of 
Chicago choir. 
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 Our Lady 
of Africa 
has two new 
ministries: 
one focuses 
on social-
justice issues 
and the other 
offers medical 
education 
from physician 
members/
volunteers 
of the parish 
and outside 
sources. The 
parish also 
has Masses 
in French, 
Ghanaian 
and Igbo a 
few times a 
month for 
immigrants 
who are part 
of the new 
parish.
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Lessons in  
GRATITUDE
There are many ways to find happiness — faith and family first come to mind. 
For Frank Bauer, a member of St. Joseph the Worker Parish, his four chil-
dren and two grandchildren give him great joy, and so does the Catholic faith.
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planned giving BY CARLA BEECHER
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Catholicism until he 
retired in 2001.  

Two years prior, his third 
son Steven, who had been 
working as a graphic artist 
after college, discerned 
a call to the priesthood 
and began studies at the 
University of Saint Mary 
of the Lake/ Mundelein 
Seminary. He was 
ordained a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago in 
2004. Call it a bit of kismet, 
but Father Bauer became 
pastor of St. Alphonsus 
three years ago. 

To honor his son’s 
achievement and share 
his gratitude for all the 
Church has meant to his 
family, Frank recently 
began making gifts in 
the form of Qualified 
Charitable Distributions 
from his IRA to the 
archdiocese, one of which 
was split between the 
Annual Catholic Appeal 
and St. Alphonsus Church.  

“I give to the weekly 
collection at St. Joseph the 
Worker,” Frank said. “But 
the pandemic made me 
want to give a larger gift 
to recognize all the ways 
the archdiocese touches 
people’s lives.” This type 
of gift also has tax benefits 
that a regular donation 
doesn’t have. 

Frank also hopes his gift 
brings attention to the 
need for more young men 
to become priests if God is 
speaking to their hearts.

“My father has a lot of 
traditional German values 
— hard work, ingenuity, 
loyalty. He’s a man of 
integrity,” said Father 

Bauer. “He has always been 
a man of action, so when 
he made this gift, it was his 
way of demonstrating that 
the Catholic Church has 
a real place in his life. It’s 

QCD TAX ADVANTAGES 
 A qualified charitable distribution, also 

known as an IRA charitable rollover, allows 
individuals 70½ or older to authorize their 
IRA administrator to make a direct transfer 
of funds from their IRA to qualified 
charities, tax free. This way of giving does 
not generate taxable income, which may 
lower one’s annual income level. If you are 
72 or older, the amount you transfer may 
also count towards your required minimum 
distribution for the year. 

TO FIND OUT MORE
 To find out if giving through 

a qualified charitable 
distribution is right for you, 
please go to our website at 
archchicago.org/qcd.

Born in East Germany 
in 1937, Frank grew up in a 
Lutheran household. After 
apprenticing to become a 
boilermaker after World 
War II, he and his brother 
moved to Berlin, where 
their family then joined 
them. Soon after, their 
uncle invited the family 
to come to America and 
they settled in Chicago. 
In the early 1960s, Frank 
served in the Army before 
meeting and marrying his 
late wife, Judith, on May 
29, 1965. The young couple 
moved to Wheeling, raised 
four children — three boys 
and a girl — in the Catholic 
faith and both worked hard 
to ensure their children 
had a good life. All four 
graduated from college.

“I kid that I met my wife 
in the parking lot of St. 
Alphonsus,” said Frank. 
The couple actually met 
at Zum Deutschen Eck, a 
now-closed, but still well-
known German restaurant 
that was in the shadow of 
the steeple. (It has since 
become a parking lot for 
the parish.) 

Though Frank was 
still Lutheran, they 
attended Mass together 
as a family every Sunday. 
“The Catholic Church 
was very important to my 
wife, and so, it became 
very important to me,” he 
said. Because he was busy 
working and supporting 
his family as they grew, 
he wasn’t able to commit 
the time needed for the 
one-year series of Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
classes to convert to 

“ I give to the weekly collection at St. Joseph 
the Worker,” Frank said. “But the pandemic 
made me want to give a larger gift to 
recognize all the ways the archdiocese 
touches people’s lives.”

also affirming of the work 
the Church and my parish 
are doing to bring hope, 
strength and peace to 
people during difficult and 
challenging times.” 





19

distribution of funds



WHAT IS THE LUMEN CORDIUM SOCIETY?
THE LUMEN CORDIUM SOCIETY is a special alliance 
of Catholic men and women who take a leadership role 
in the work of the Church. As a member, your generosity 
sets an example of good stewardship as you reach out 
with love to people and ministries in need of your 
assistance. While the satisfaction derived from advancing 
the mission of the Church in Chicago is the greatest 
reward, the benefits described below are intended to 
convey Cardinal Cupich’s gratitude for your support.

PATRONS
Those donating at the $1,500 to $4,999 level will:
•  Be remembered in weekly Masses celebrated at the 

Saint James Chapel in the Quigley Pastoral Center
•  Receive Lumen magazine twice a year
•  Be included in the Prayer Intention Book of Society 

members
•  Be invited to the annual Mass and reception with 

Cardinal Cupich

BENEFACTORS
Those donating at the $5,000 to $9,999 level will:
•  Receive the above Patrons benefits
•  Receive a subscription to Chicago Catholic, the 

archdiocesan newspaper
•  Be invited to an annual reception at the Residence  

with Cardinal Cupich

CARDINAL’S CIRCLE
Those donating at the $10,000 to $24,999 level will:
•  Receive the above Benefactors benefits
•  Be invited to a Christmas reception with Cardinal 

Cupich

CARDINAL’S GUILD
Those donating at the $25,000+ level will:
•  Receive the above Cardinal’s Circle benefits
•  Be invited to a special dinner with Cardinal Cupich
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lumen cordium society



LUMEN LEADERSHIP, 
LEGACY AND LOYALIST 
SOCIETIES
TO RECOGNIZE MORE of our generous 
donors who support the work of the Church, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago recently instituted three 
more giving societies in addition to our Lumen 
Cordium Society.

lumen leadership, loyalist and legacy societies

LUMEN LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
Cumulative Lifetime Giving over $100,000
The Lumen Leadership Society honors families 
and individuals who have made cumulative 
lifetime gifts totaling $100,000 or more to 
archdiocese initiatives, including the Annual 
Catholic Appeal and To Teach Who Christ Is. 
Members receive recognition and invitations 
to special events. If you have any questions, 
please contact Barbara Shea Collins, director of 
the Annual Catholic Appeal, at 312.534.7944 or 
bcollins@archchicago.org.

LUMEN LOYALIST SOCIETY
Loyal Support to the Annual Catholic Appeal
The Lumen Loyalist Society honors those who 
have made gifts of $500 or more to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal every year for 10 years. If you 
have any questions, please contact Barbara Shea 
Collins, director of the Annual Catholic Appeal, 
at 312.534.7944 or bcollins@archchicago.org.

LUMEN LEGACY SOCIETY
Planned Gifts
The Lumen Legacy Society honors individuals 
who have included a gift to the archdiocese, or 
one of its parishes, schools or ministries, in their 
estate plans – through a will, trust, retirement 
account or other financial asset. Membership 
is also extended to those who establish a gift 
annuity or name the Annual Catholic Appeal as 
a beneficiary in their estate plan. If you have any 
questions, please contact Krystina M. Campbell, 
JD, planned giving officer, at 312.534.5404 or 
kcampbell@archchicago.org.

PRAY WITH US
Did you know that the Archdiocese of Chicago 
has many ways to connect to the Church 
and each other when in-person contact isn’t 
possible? The love of God is within reach at 
home by searching our website for televised 
Masses, online prayer groups, book clubs, 
podcasts, Chicago Catholic newspaper, Vatican 
News, Catholic radio stations and more. 

To connect to the Chicago archdiocesan 
community and explore the full array of 
offerings, please visit:

archchicago.org/home
Sunday TV Mass Schedule
 
English – 9:30 a.m. on ABC7
Spanish – 10 a.m. on Univision
Polish – 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Polvision
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parish vitality BY CARLA BEECHER

New initiative will  
help parishes thrive
When parishioners enter their sanctuary for Mass, 
they are drawn into the transcendent, peaceful 
atmosphere of the house of the Lord. There, they 
may see stained-glass windows depicting scenes of 
the saints, soaring marble or wooden pillars ascending 
toward heaven or a statue of the Virgin Mary and 
baby Jesus carefully placed. What they may not see, 
however, is the behind-the-scenes work needed to 
maintain the inspirational space or the costs required 
to keep the church open and welcoming to all. 
 

In an effort to ensure that some vibrant but less 
well-off parishes continue to serve their communities 
well, a new fund has been established to help them 
pay for the upkeep of their facilities and invest in the 
programs and people that keep their parish flourishing. 
The Parish Vitality Fund, launched in September, will 

bolster such churches as Most Blessed Trinity and St. 
Agnes of Bohemia that have passionate communities 
but need some financial assistance to keep their parish 
healthy.  

“The Parish Vitality 
Fund will help some 
30 well-run and active 
parishes that are 
struggling to pay for 
necessary operating 
expenses like the cost of 
a new roof or furnace, 
the funds to hire a choir 
or religious education 
director or the resources needed to open a food pantry 
for neighbors in need. Some of these churches are in 
isolated, poorer neighborhoods that need the presence 
of a strong Church community,” said Brendan Keating, 
chief development officer.  

“We want to help vibrant parishes continue to grow 
and innovate,” he added. “The Parish Vitality Fund can 
help them do just that.” 

“ The Parish Vitality 
Fund will help some 
30 well-run and 
active parishes that 
are struggling to 
pay for necessary 
operating 
expenses.”
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Lumen Cordium Society
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2030
tel 312.534.7959  
annualcatholicappeal.com

 Chicago Catholic school children thank you 
for your support.

 Larry and Joy Walton enjoy a light moment with Cardinal Cupich last Christmas at the holiday reception at the archbishop’s residence. 
The Waltons have been Lumen Cordium Society members since 2006 and belong to St. Benedict Parish in the Irving Park neighborhood.  
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