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COME, FOLLOW ME ...
AND HEAL OUR WORLD

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO •

MAKE A GIFT TO THE
CHURCH THAT CAN
GIVE BACK TO YOU
Have you considered
a Charitable Gift Annuity?
A gift annuity with the Archdiocese of Chicago will provide you
with a fixed income and an opportunity to support the Church:
• Make a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal, a parish, school,
ministry or the Archdiocese

• Receive fixed payments for life. Payment rate is determined by
your age. A portion of your payments is tax-free
• Minimum donor age is 60, minimum annuity amount is $10,000
• Receive a charitable deduction on your income taxes

• Fund your annuity with cash or securities

• One or two life policies and deferred annuities are available
• Support the work of the Church for generations to come

Gift Annuity rates for 2019
Sample rates: ONE - LIFE -)<

Age

60

65

Rate

4.7%

5.1%

70

75

5.6% 6.2%

80

85

90+

7.3% 8.3% 9.5%

-)<Effective July 2018. Rates are subject to change.

To receive a free, no-obligation illustration of how
you could benefit from a Charitable Gift Annuity, contact
Barbara Pitts, Director of Gift Planning, at

bpitts@archchicago.org or 312.534.5404.

FROM THE CARDINAL

2019 Annual Catholic Appeal

COME, FOLLOW ME …
AND HEAL OUR WORLD
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
This issue of the Lumen Cordium magazine leads us into the 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal.
The theme for this year’s Appeal continues the call to discipleship and adds a specific
element: Come, follow me … and heal our world.
Jesus’ followers, as we know so well from the Gospels, are called both to be with Him and to
be sent out. They stay with Him, but they also carry on His mission in the world. That is why
Pope Francis insists on calling us missionary disciples.
An essential piece of Jesus’ mission is healing. He came to a broken and wounded world. He
touches our own broken and fragmented lives to bring us healing and wholeness. He wants
us to share in that mission and do the same for others.
The Annual Catholic Appeal represents one means for us to take up our healing mission in
the world. Our financial support, our prayerful support and our personal involvement in the
works of the Church — all these enable us to be instruments of the Lord’s healing.
The many Archdiocesan initiatives that the Appeal supports include parishes in need,
Catholic schools, religious education, ministerial formation, peace-making, respect for life
and disaster relief through Catholic Relief Services. Each initiative looks to the future, and
that means fostering faith, discipleship and mission in a new generation of disciples and
believers. This issue will help us to see how the Appeal supports missionary disciples who
bring healing and, in a particular way, missionary disciples of a new generation.
Your generosity this past year has enabled us to raise $___________ in pledges with $________
contributed to date. Over the past two
decades, the Lumen Cordium Society has
raised nearly $___________. As your bishop
and a fellow disciple, I commend you for
doing what disciples do — support the good
causes that bring others to Jesus.
May the good Lord continue to bless you
for your generosity.

Catholic New World

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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OUR MISSION
The Lumen Cordium Society recognizes the unique
history, personality and strength of the Archdiocese of
Chicago. It celebrates the inspired generosity and vision
of both the laity and clergy that came before us, building
hundreds of spires that reach to heaven throughout Cook
and Lake Counties as testimony to their faith.
In the 21st century, the Society welcomes those who,
like their ancestors, know in their hearts that they have
a mission from birth to leave something that will live
long after them as testimony to the faith and vision of
these times.
Graced by the Gospel and spirit of Jesus Christ,
the Society’s purpose is to establish a legacy of
strengthening the faith and spiritual future of new
generations of Jesus’ disciples.
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Sylvain Cherkaoui for CRS

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

CRS RESPONDS TO WIDESPREAD
DISPLACEMENT ACROSS THE SAHEL
By Michael Stulman and Brittany Wichtendahl

Thank you for being a member of the Lumen Cordium Society. Your
gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal provides much-needed support for
programs, including the work done by Catholic Relief Services, the
official international humanitarian agency of the U.S. Catholic Church.
Catholic Relief Services is
responding to widespread
displacement across the Sahel as
a result of growing violence in the
region. In 2018, more than 320,000
people in Burkina Faso, Mali and
Niger were forced to leave their
homes. These numbers are rising
rapidly, with Burkina Faso seeing a
fourfold increase since the start of
this year.
“The increase of violent attacks
has been devastating to so many
families,” said Jennifer Overton,
CRS’ regional director for West
Africa. “People are struggling not
only to keep their families safe and
together but also to meet basic
needs like food and shelter.”
Earlier this year, Overton
visited Timbuktu and Mopti in

Mali, the frontlines of violence in
the region, and met with partner
organizations, government officials
and Church leaders.
Although the region is known
for chronic poverty, governance
challenges and food insecurity,
other factors like youth
unemployment, the impact of
climate change and limited access
to basic services like education and
health care are now exacerbating
tensions in communities and
fueling increasing violence linked
to ethnic and/or violent extremist
agendas.
Despite efforts from national
security forces to counter the
spreading violence, thousands
of men, women and children are
threatened by displacement. CRS

is also responding in Niger.
“We are working in Niger and
across the region to help those
who are struggling to feed their
families,” said Ali Abdoulaye, CRS’
country representative in Niger.
“So many people are worried
about what the future will bring
for themselves and their children.
Families have been forced to leave
their homes and farms behind in
order to save their lives, but they’ve
now exhausted their reserves.
They’ve lost any sense of security
they had.”
CRS has launched an emergency
response in all three countries,
providing clean water and sanitation
services, food, shelter and household
items for more than 22,000
displaced families. In parallel,
CRS continues its long-term
development work in the region,
including healthcare, education,
and agricultural and peace-building
projects, with the goal of preventing
and mitigating future humanitarian
and security crises.
For more information, visit
www.crs.org or
www.crsespanol.org.
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THEOLOGY 101

POPE FRANCIS —
BELOVED AND
CONTROVERSIAL
By Father Louis J. Cameli, S.T.D.

On Dec. 13, Pope Francis will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of his priestly ordination. Across
those years, as priest, bishop and now pope, he has
dedicated himself tirelessly to the renewal begun by
the Second Vatican Council.
Paradoxically, Pope Francis is both immensely
popular throughout the world and, at the same time,
intensely controversial in certain limited but vocal
quarters of the Church. How can we understand
this? And, what does it mean?
Perhaps the best starting point is to identify the
pope’s mission and ministry in the Church. The
pope is the successor of St. Peter. The Lord Jesus
entrusted to Peter three responsibilities that
constitute the “Petrine” ministry in the Church,
which his successors are to fulfill:
• To be the rock of fidelity for believers
assuring them of the truth of the Gospel;
• To foster and maintain the unity of the
Church; and,
• To encourage believers by confirming
his brothers and sisters in faith.
This is the threefold mission that the pope
exercises in and for the Church of God: fidelity,
unity and confirming encouragement.
Every pope has carried these responsibilities
throughout history. The Holy Spirit leads the
Church and guides whoever is the Holy Father, but
human limitations and historical circumstances
also shape how those responsibilities are fulfilled.
Pope Francis has clearly followed this Petrine
ministry, but in a particular way. For example, he
has steadfastly affirmed the truths of faith. At the
same time, he is not satisfied just to enunciate those
truths. He wants to find ways to bring people along
so that they can embrace them with their lives.
Sometimes, as his predecessor Pope St. John Paul II
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indicated, this involves a “law
of gradualism.” So often, we
cannot snap into the ideal all
at once. We need help, and we
need to be brought along on
our unfolding life journeys.
Some commentators have
said this approach dilutes the
truth. I think that it actually
reflects a deeper respect
for the truth of faith that is meant to be lived and
embodied and not just professed.
When Pope Francis fosters the unity of the
Church, he insures that the Church is like a “loving
mother” welcoming all her children, especially
those on the margins who may have been excluded,
for example, the poor, the distressed and even the
sinful. Some people view this dimly as giving an
“easy pass” to those who don’t deserve it. I think, on
the contrary, that Pope Francis sees this expansive
welcome as a manifestation of the mercy of God that
brings us all together in God’s own family.
At the Last Supper in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells
Peter to confirm his brothers and sisters, that is, to
encourage them. Pope Francis takes up this task
in his own remarkable way. He encourages the
Church by nudging all of us to go in new directions
to which the Lord is summoning us in our time.
Take the initiative, he says to all believers, to
share the Gospel in your words, your lives and in
your work. Be missionary disciples. Some take
this as dangerous innovation. It seems to me to
be a retrieval of what Cardinal Martini called “the
freshness of the Gospel.”
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, is indeed
much beloved, probably because he projects so
much warmth and love for everyone. Even more
importantly, he has fulfilled his pledge to carry on
Peter’s ministry captured in the words: fidelity,
unity, encouragement. For that, we need to
thank God and pray for Pope Francis’ strength to
persevere.
Father Louis J. Cameli, S.T.D., received his doctorate in theology in 1975
from the Gregorian University in Rome. He is the author of numerous
books and articles and is the Cardinal’s Delegate for Christian
Formation and Mission in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
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FAITH FORMATION
FOR SEVENTH-GRADERS
Missionary Discipleship Institute

A

nyone who has lived through adolescence can tell you that it is a
time of changes — physically, cognitively and emotionally. It’s a

point when young people begin to question their place in the world and
how they will shape its future.
support for their work.
“As young adolescents move
from childhood to adulthood, they
have more ability for complex
thought and are beginning to
question their place and purpose
in the world,” said Foy.
To help students begin to hone
their religious identity, seventhgrade classes in six schools have
begun a yearlong pilot program
to aid them in their quest for
answers and action. The new
Missionary Discipleship Institute
for seventh-graders is a faithformation process that was first
developed five years ago at the
Archdiocese of Seattle.
“It guides students to discern
the presence of love in their lives
and ties that to the recognition

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

As the director of the Office of
Lifelong Formation and the Office
of Mission, Kevin Foy supports
“the faithful of the Archdiocese
of Chicago in living out the call
of Renew My Church to nurture
our individual and communal
relationships with Jesus Christ and
together transform the world in
his light.” He hopes to inspire and
guide Catholics as they seek and
recognize Christ and witness the
joy that that brings to their families,
parishes, community and world.
In pursuit of that joy, Foy works
hand in hand with the religious
educators in diocesan schools to
fully engage students in the life of
Christ. And the Annual Catholic
Appeal and Lumen Cordium
Society members provide financial

Holy Fire engages middle schoolers at a two-day festival in October that
attracts some 10,000 students from five states. Now in its fourth year, the
event on the UIC campus deepens students’ faith and gives them a venue
to dance, laugh, pray, worship, and can help prepare them for Confirmation.
They begin to see themselves as witnesses of Christ and members of a
young Church.

that God is love,” said Foy. “They
then connect that to Christ as
the ultimate embodiment and
expression of God’s love for us.”
As these seventh-graders begin
to really see the world around
them — the poverty, inequality,
the many ways in which people’s
dignity is not being recognized —
they discern where they, as a class,
are called to respond by using
Church traditions and the witness
of Jesus, said Foy.
“Rather than simply serving
or doing social projects, these
12- and 13-year-olds are really
discovering their call as a group
to shared discipleship,” he added.
“Where is Christ calling them
to engage? That gives them the
opportunity to understand the
life of Christ and how each is
called to live their faith.”
As they learn to own their faith
and take a holistic, integrated
approach to missionary
discipleship, they follow a rubric
to ask:
• How is this rooted in prayer and
contemplation?
• How is this response a witness to
the life of Christ?
• How does this response provide
an opportunity to proclaim and
discuss our faith about who
Jesus is?
• How is this response consistent
with the teachings of our Church?
As they move through the
program this year, the schools are
collecting data to fine tune the
curriculum, evaluate it and begin
looking at ways to integrate it in
other seventh-grade classrooms in
the future.
“All of this helps them see their
discipleship as a way to engage
the world,” said Foy. “It’s a critical
moment in their faith formation.”
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Jesus is a healer of
humanity and the
world. He wants his
disciples to share in
that healing mission.
If we could help young
people to connect the
dots between their
desire to foster healing
Getty Images/franckreporter

and their following of
Jesus, great things
can happen.
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A new generation of disciples:
Making a healing difference
By Father Louis J. Cameli

AS I GET OLDER (I’m already in my eighth decade), I hear my contemporaries writing off whole generations.
They might say, “Oh, those millennials, when are they going to really learn how to work?” And, “The kids in
school today are like fragile orchids with all their sensitivities and trigger points.”
healing for a damaged
environment, for a
culture of violence and
for vulnerable people
hurt by others.
A matter of faith
and discipleship
The young people
who are working hard
for healing in the world
are following a Gospel
instinct, although they
may not be explicitly
aware of it. Jesus is a
healer of humanity and
the world. He wants his
disciples to share in that
healing mission. If we
could help young people
to connect the dots
between their desire to
foster healing and their
following of Jesus, great
things can happen. This
connection could also
alleviate some of our
anxieties about their
future connections with
faith and the Church.
An older Catholic
generation worries
about their children
and grandchildren. Will
they have faith? Will
they be Catholic? That

worry is well-founded,
because sociological
studies indicate many
young Catholics drift
away from the Church.
It is not a matter of
deliberate rejection
or, even less, of overt
hostility. It is largely a
matter of just drifting
away. Of course, the
scandals surrounding
abuse in the Church
have not helped matters.
Even so — I strongly
believe — if young

people saw that their
idealism and sense of
purpose in bringing
healing to the world
are linked to following
Jesus in his community
of faith, which would go
far in anchoring them
in the resources of faith
and Church. It really is
a matter of linking faith
in all its richness with
the urgent experience
that young people have
as they face a broken
world.

Getty Images/SolStock

Well, I think so many
of my contemporaries
are very much mistaken.
Large numbers of
young people today are
people of substance who
embrace ideals and are
willing to do something
to make them real.
Recently, we saw young
people throughout the
world call for action
to address climate
change: to address
a sad situation that
earlier generations have
bequeathed to them.
We have also witnessed
young people taking a
stand on gun violence,
as they try to make a
difference and create
a safer world. We also
know how young people
have stood up to bullying
and have tried to create
an environment of
mutual respect among
all people.
If we step back from
these and similar
initiatives that young
people are taking, there
seems to be a common
thread. In different
ways, they are trying to
bring healing. They want
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Pope Francis
speaks in a personal
and pointed way to
young people about
their responsibility
as missionary
disciples: “Jesus
invites us to
be fearless
missionaries wherever we are and in
whatever company we find ourselves: in
our neighborhoods, in school or sports or
social life, in volunteer service or in the
workplace. Wherever we are, we always
have an opportunity to share the joy of the
Gospel. This is how the Lord goes out to
meet everyone. He loves you, dear young
people, for you are the means by which
he can spread his light and hope. He is
counting on your courage, your boldness
and your enthusiasm.” (Christus vivit, 177)
Pope Francis ‘gets it’
In October 2018, Pope
Francis called a synod to
consider young people,
faith and vocational
discernment. Drawing
from the synod, he wrote
an exhortation titled
Christus vivit [Christ
Is Alive, 2019] and
addressed it to young
people and to the entire
people of God. Young
people, he clearly notes,
live in a world in crisis.
They are called, he adds,
to a compassion that
will lead them outward
to address the wounds.
Both the Church and
the world need the
energy, enthusiasm and
imagination of young
people, who are not
just the Church of the
future but the Church
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right now. They are the
disciples of Jesus who
carry on his mission.
And, of course, a major
direction for that
mission is healing in
various forms.
Come follow me …
and heal our world
The theme for the
2020 Annual Catholic
Appeal continues the
theme of the past few
years — the call to
discipleship, to follow
Jesus. This year, the
theme specifies an
essential way that we
follow Jesus by fulfilling
his mission to bring
healing to our world.
Come, follow me … and
heal our world.
As we think about what
the appeal supports,
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something surprising
becomes clear. Whether
the contributions go
to parishes, schools,
religious education,
ministerial formation,
peacemaking, respect
for life or even disaster
relief through Catholic
Relief Services, in large
measure this support
reaches a new generation
of disciples — our
young people. Even
more specifically, these
financial contributions
contribute to their
formation in parishes,
schools, religious
education and other
initiatives in order to
equip them to become
the healing presence that
Jesus wants in this world.
We began with a
serious concern for
many parents and

grandparents about the
future of their children
and grandchildren in
our Catholic family of
faith. More and more
young people seem
disconnected from
the Church that their
parents and grandparents
treasure and experience
as an essential resource
for their lives. What can
we do?
Tap idealism
A first step, I would
suggest, is to tap into
the idealism and sense
of responsibility that
so many young people
already have. They
know firsthand, as Pope
Francis identifies it,
that they live in a world
in crisis, a world so
much in need of healing

PHOTO: Casa Rosada (Argentina Presidency of the Nation)
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and transformation.
This is evident in
their concerns for the
environment, for an
end to violence and for
a culture that respects
all people. If we can help
them to connect the
dots, they will see that
their concerns merge
with the invitation of
Jesus: Come follow me
… and heal our world.
We support our young
people in helping them
to see their call to be
healing disciples in a
broken world.
Another important
step is for us to support
the resources of
education, formation
and Church structures
that help young people
to fulfill their call to
become and be healing
disciples. Our financial
contributions to the
Annual Catholic Appeal
do exactly that.
And then the last word
is hope. This is how Pope
Francis concluded his
apostolic exhortation
Christus vivit and how,
I believe, we ought
to conclude our own
reflections: “Dear young
people, my joyful hope is
to see you keep running
the race before you,
outstripping all those
who are slow or fearful.
Keep running, attracted
by the face of Christ,
whom we love so much,
whom we adore in the
Holy Eucharist and
acknowledge in the flesh
of our suffering brothers
and sisters.” (299)

THE CALL
TO SERVE
Bringing young people to
Jesus and forming them as his
disciples can happen when we
invite them to serve as a healing
presence. Below is a selection
from Father Cameli’s book,
Church, Faith, Future: What We
Face, What We Can Do.
“The diakonia, or service, in
which and through which we
can meet Jesus, also extends to
embrace larger social concerns
(in addition to caring directly
for the poor, the distressed, the
hungry and those wounded in
any way). Upholding justice and
doing so systemically, for example, is a powerful example of service that
proclaims Jesus.
“The 1971 synodal document Justice in the World states
unambiguously, ‘Action on behalf of justice and participation in the
transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive
dimension of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in other words, of
the Church’s mission for the redemption of the human race and its
liberation from every oppressive situation.’
“And beyond working for justice, our involvement in works of
forgiveness, reconciliation, peacemaking, care for the environment and
healing brings us and whoever would engage these works in direct
contact with the living Christ. This is evident in a powerful passage from
the Letter to the Ephesians:
‘For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into
one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us.’ (Eph 2:14)
“For people of a moral practical bent — as so many Americans are —
this kind of direct action and engagement is a very appropriate way to
introduce people to Jesus. We bring people (and ourselves, of course)
to meet him and know him in doing for others what he did for them. We
also come to know him in the faces of those whom we serve, because
he assured us of his presence in them. In other words, we evangelize
and are evangelized in Jesus’ actions, which are deeds of mercy, justice
and peacemaking that become a powerful proclamation and clear
introduction to him who invites us to faith. Our participation in his
diakonia is a portal for going to see him and stay with him.” (pp. 81-82)
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He supports the
Annual Catholic Appeal
because its funds foster
the Archdiocese’s
educational mission,
which is “to educate
the whole child —
academically, spiritually,
physically and
emotionally — through
a faith-based learning
environment.” Elwyn
believes in its vision to
provide schoolchildren
with vibrant, highquality Catholic schools
Siblings Elwyn and Antoinette Mix join Cardinal Cupich at the annual Benefactor
that are available,
Reception held in September at the Cardinal’s Residence.
accessible and affordable.
“The nuns taught me well,” he continued. “I
learned to be a good citizen and a good Catholic, and
I’ve tried my entire life to always use the principles I
learned in school.”
Considering Elywn’s views on the value of a
By Carla Beecher
Catholic education, it’s especially fitting that he and
Antoinette belong to St. John Bosco Parish.
rother and sister Elwyn and Antoinette
St. John Bosco (1815-1888), or “Don Bosco,” as he
was called, was named “Father, Teacher and Friend
Mix are devoted Catholics who have been
of the Young” by Pope St. John Paul II in 1988. He is
members of the Lumen Cordium Society since
considered a unique gift of God to the Church.
1996. Elwyn and Antoinette said that the support
Elwyn recalls that a relic of St. John Bosco visited
they give to the Archdiocese through the society
the parish in 2010 to encourage all the faithful,
means much to them.
especially the young, to “live their baptismal vocation
to be saints and follow in the good saint’s example.”
The parish is entrusted to the Salesians of Don
“I think of the Lumen Cordium Society as the
Bosco, whose 15,000 priests and brothers form the
charitable arm of the Church,” Elwyn said from
second largest men’s order in the Catholic Church.
his home in the Cragin Belmont neighborhood on
St. John Bosco’s pastor, Father Richard Alejunas,
the Northwest Side. The two still live in the same
SDB, remarked, “As lifelong parishioners, Elwyn
house they grew up in, and both are members of St.
John Bosco Roman Catholic Church. They attended and Antoinette Mix’s selfless generosity continues
to sustain the international Salesian mission at St.
grades K-8 at St. Bosco School, and Antoinette went
John Bosco Parish that focuses on the needs of the
on to graduate from Cardinal Stritch High School,
young and the marginalized – Chicago’s immigrant
while Elwyn graduated from Prosser High School.
community.”
Elwyn is especially supportive of Catholic schools
Elwyn said of their gifts to the Annual Catholic
because of the great education he received.
Appeal,
“It gives us a lot of satisfaction to be part
“Catholic schools are very important to me. They
of something that helps others. The ability to
taught me self-discipline and morals, and they gave
contribute and know that it’s going to such needy
me a firm foundation to behave ethically,” he said.
causes makes us feel grateful, happy and blessed.”
“It’s kept me on the straight and narrow!”

Siblings’ strong belief
in Catholic education
fuels their generosity

B
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Serving others
selflessly
By Carla Beecher

W

henever Michael Errin
Rios meets someone, he

sincerely asks, “How can I help?”
He’s been doing this throughout
his life, and it’s become somewhat
of a personal mantra for the
35-year-old entrepreneur.
“Faith is the strongest
component of my life,” Rios said
from his office at Aptus Exchange
in the Loop, a business he founded
in 2016 that positions healthcare practices and businesses
for merger, acquisition or a
family succession plan. With a
background in medical, economic
and corporate development, his
businesses have been successful,
and he says he is happiest when he
shares his good fortune with the
people, organizations and causes he
believes in.
“I wouldn’t be where I’m at today
if it weren’t for the Archdiocese,” he
proclaimed. “I mean that from the
bottom of my heart.”
Born in Texas to parents who
are devout Roman Catholics, Rios

grew up in Naperville, where his
family were parishioners of St.
Thomas the Apostle. As a teen, Rios
began discerning whether to go to
seminary.
“But when 9/11 happened, I ended
up going left, not right, and enlisted
in the Army at the age of 17,” he said.
By the age of 20, Michael
had graduated with a degree in
economics from Virginia Military
Institute and became a medical
plans and operations officer,
eventually rising to the rank of
captain.
Returning to civilian life, Michael
joined the U.S. Global Leadership
Coalition, a bipartisan organization
that aids Third World countries by
building infrastructure for water
and sewage and bolstering the
country’s educational foundation.
Rios found the work they do
empowering and inspirational.
But it was a day in Chicago in
2018 that really changed him.
“On June 23, after two years of
making a good amount of money
as an entrepreneur, I felt empty —
nothing fulfilled me. I had money in
the bank but was not happy.
“Little did I know that, during my
free time, I was going through the
Beatitudes,” he recalled. Rios walked
around the streets of Chicago buying
sandwiches to feed the homeless.

“It was like God was leaving little
breadcrumbs throughout the day.
It was so clear. I remember at about
3:30 in the afternoon my phone
literally told me to go to church. An
alert sounded and directions led me
to 825 N. Carpenter St. in the River
West neighborhood.”
He entered St. John Cantius
Church and tried to pray but
got nothing from it. He left, but
something told him to sit on the
front steps. “Then, I had this
cognition that this was where I
needed to be. Every day since, I’ve
been going to church. I never feel
more peace in my day than during
that time in the morning when I
go to Mass. I build it into my daily
regimen, and don’t know what I
would do without it.”
Last July, Michael and 26 others
journeyed to the Holy Land
with Bishop Joseph Perry on an
Archdiocese-sponsored pilgrimage.
“The level of my spiritual maturity
would not be what it is today if it
were not for that trip. I spent all
night praying at the Tomb of the
Holy Sepulchre and held a 1930s’
Catholic litany book that, in perfect
symmetry, fell open to the 14th
Station of the Cross recalling the
burial of our Lord’s sacred body.
So many things were guided by the
Holy Spirit on that trip.”
Rios joined the Lumen Cordium
Society earlier this year after
learning about it at church. “I
took an Annual Catholic Appeal
pamphlet that was left at the end of
my pew and became a member.
“I believe that everyone on
this planet should think about
something other than themselves
and contribute their time and
treasure to a cause they believe in,”
he said. “Whether it’s to introduce
people to the faith or to support the
children and their teachers in our
schools, it’s meaningful.”
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FEATURE STORY

WAYS TO ENGAGE

W

ith support from the Annual Catholic Appeal, the Office of Young
Adult Engagement offers a number of creative ways for young

adults to re-engage with their faith, including its popular “Theology on
Tap” program. But there is much more to their offerings — and their
plans to expand are bigger still.
Father Jamie Mueller, the
office’s director since 2018, says his
team seeks to build communities
in and out of parishes by inviting
young adults into a relationship
of “radical hospitality, belonging,
acceptance and faith.”
“My team and I are busy creating
a blueprint to build young people’s
desire to become more active in
the Church. We’re doing this by
strengthening their personal and
faith development at community
gatherings and through prayer,” he
said. “We are working to engage,
equip and empower young adults
into becoming leaders.”
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Father Mueller and his team
— which includes Eric Wandrey,
senior coordinator; Maria T.
Aranda, coordinator; Courtney
Christensen, communications
strategist; and Sister Jaime
Mitchell, religious collaborator —
are further engaging young adults
through a program called Alpha.
“Alpha helps young people
explore life and the Christian faith
in a friendly, open and informal
environment. No pressure.
No follow-up. No charge,” said
Wandrey, who’s running the pilot
program. “It’s a place where people
can share their honest opinions in
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a judgment-free zone.”
The 11-week program began
meeting this fall for two hours a
week to introduce the concept of
Christianity and leadership. The
30 young adults who attend are
treated to dinner, a video and a
discussion. Alpha culminates in
a weekend retreat to ensure the
group will be ready to lead a larger
Alpha program in the spring,
which will be open to the general
public.
But the Archdiocese’s triedand-true magnet for young adults
looking for a chance to meet one
another, share their experiences,
explore faith- and communitybased issues and find ways to
become active in the Church is its
“Theology on Tap.”
The popular program visits
various locations around the
city and, over its 35-year life, has
been replicated in more than 180
similar programs throughout the
country.
“Our overarching goal is to
create attractive Christian
communities that invite young
adults to experience Jesus Christ
and his unconditional love for
them,” said Father Mueller. “It
embodies Cardinal Cupich’s vision
of Renew My Church to make
disciples, build communities
and inspire witness in the next
generations so the Church may
thrive and perdure for generations
to come.”
The following photographs
of “Theology on Tap” events
provide a sampling of the
venues, topics and speakers
who have drawn hundreds of
young people to listen, mingle
and generally find good reasons
to renew their faith, find their
purpose and share community
in service to others.

Julie Jaidinger/Chicago Catholic

Genocide survivor: Father Jamie Mueller and Maria
Aranda, flank Immaculée Ilibagiza, center, who was a
22-year-old college student in 1994 when up to 1 million
Rwandans were killed in a genocide over three months in
her country. She spoke to the 400 young people about
forgiveness and hope at Salvage One in the West Loop.

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

In the beginning: Young adults — some Catholic, some
Jewish, some neither — got together in August to learn
about Scripture through both Catholic and Jewish
lenses. They joined with Rav (Rabbi) Ezra Balser and
Father Jamie Mueller for an interfaith encounter cohosted by Base Loop and Theology on Tap.

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

The Fremont: Father Tom Rosica, chief executive officer of Salt and Light Catholic Media Foundation in Canada,
interviewed Father Rob Galea, musician, author, and founder of FRG Ministry during last year’s kick-off of Theology
on Tap, a weekly summer speaker series hosted by the Archdiocese of Chicago parishes for young adult Catholics.

Theology and Tacos: The National Museum of Mexican
Art was a fitting venue to learn about Dia de los
Muertos and Halloween “Theology and Tacos.” Jenna
Rummelhart gets her face painted during the festivities.

The X Factor: Australian Father Rob Galea shared his story
with about 800 young people at the Fremont hotel. He
spoke about his journey to Australia and the priesthood,
and his decision to compete on — and walk away from —
the Australian version of “The X Factor”.
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DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

HOW YOUR GIFT WAS USED
2018 Annual Catholic Appeal
$4,734,657

Local
Communities

Support for parishes and schools serving financially
challenged communities

$5,998,226

Parish Incentives/
Rebates

Funds raised in excess of individual parish goals are
returned to the parish for use with their local ministries

$2,157,301

Parish Vitality
and Mission

Programs to support parish vitality, evangelization
initiatives, liturgy enhancements

$676,078

Catechetical
Faith Formation

Support for youth, young adult, campus and adult religious
education ministries

$197,988

Lay Formation

Continuing education for lay volunteers and staff serving
parish communities

$545,000

Catholic Relief
Services

Assisting the poor and vulnerable overseas

$423,066

Human Dignity
and Solidarity

Activities promoting respect for life at all stages, immigration,
Kolbe House prison ministry and Peace and Justice initiatives

Priest Education

Continuing education for priests ordained for the
Archdiocese of Chicago

$313,774
$15,046,090
$1,459,233
$16,505,322

MINISTRIES TOTAL
Cost of Appeal

Design, printing, postage, production, staff and vendors
who implement the Annual Catholic Appeal

TOTAL

This chart shows how your Annual Catholic Appeal funds were used in
2018 to support these many initiatives and programs.
Cost of Appeal 8.8%
Priest Education 1.9%
Human Dignity
and Solidarity 2.6%

Local
Communities
28.7%

Catholic Relief
Services 3.3%
Lay Formation 1.2%
Catechetical Faith
Formation 4.1%
Parish Vitality
and Mission 4.1%
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Parish
Incentives/
Rebates
36.3%

The Annual
Catholic Appeal
supports the work
of the Church in
the Archdiocese
of Chicago.
No money
donated to the
Annual Catholic
Appeal has
been, or will be,
used to defray
expenses related
to misconduct
issues.

LUMEN CORDIUM SOCIETY

THE LUMEN CORDIUM SOCIETY is a special
alliance of Catholic men and women who take a
leadership role in the work of the Church. As a
member, your generosity will set an example of good

Natalie Battaglia

WHAT IS
THE LUMEN
CORDIUM SOCIETY?
Werner and Sherri Seyfried join Cardinal Cupich
during the June Lumen Liturgy and Reception at
Old St. Patrick’s Church.

stewardship as you reach out with love to people
and ministries in need of your assistance. While the
satisfaction derived from advancing the mission of the
Natalie Battaglia

Church in Chicago is the greatest reward, the benefits
described below are intended to convey Cardinal
Cupich’s gratitude for your support.

Those donating at the $1,500 to $4,999 level will:
Be recognized in the annual Lumen Cordium magazine
Be included in our Prayer Intention Book of Society
members
Be invited to our annual Mass and Reception with the
Cardinal

Chet, Dorothy and Susan Dominik enjoy a moment
with Cardinal Cupich at the June Lumen Liturgy
and Reception at Old St. Patrick’s.

Natalie Battaglia

PATRONS

BENEFACTORS

Those donating at the $5,000 to $9,999 level will:
Receive the above Patron benefits
Be invited to an annual reception at The Residence
with the Cardinal

Eden and Brando Olarte chat with Cardinal Cupich
during the June Lumen Liturgy and Reception at
Old St. Patrick’s Church.

CARDINAL’S CIRCLE

Those donating at the $10,000 to $24,999 level will:
Receive the above Benefactor benefits
Be invited to a Christmas Reception with
the Cardinal

CARDINAL’S GUILD

Those donating at the $25,000 to $99,999 level will:
Receive the above Cardinal’s Circle benefits
Be invited to a special dinner with the Cardinal
Those donating at the $100,000+ level will:
Receive the above Cardinal’s Guild benefits
Be invited to select roundtable gatherings

David Loeb

CARDINAL’S ROUNDTABLE

Ed and Sue Rogowski at The Residence in June
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LUMEN LEADERSHIP, LOYALISTS AND LEGACY SOCIETIES
LUMEN LEADERSHIP, LOYALISTS
AND LEGACY SOCIETIES
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO has introduced
more ways for us to recognize our generous donors
David Loeb

who support the work of the Church.
In addition to our Lumen Cordium Society, which is
celebrating 22 years of recognizing leadership donors
to the Annual Catholic Appeal, we are launching three
new giving societies.

Erika and Dietrich Gross joined Cardinal Cupich
at The Residence last December for the Lumen
Christmas reception.

Cumulative Lifetime Giving over $100,000
The Lumen Leadership Society honors families and
individuals who have made cumulative lifetime gifts
totaling $100,000 or more to Archdiocese initiatives,
including the Annual Catholic Appeal and To Teach
Who Christ Is.
Members of the Lumen Leadership Society are
among the most generous and dedicated benefactors
to the Church in Cook and Lake Counties. Members
receive recognition and invitations to special events.

John Reilly Photography

LUMEN LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

David and Lisa Brochu were guests at The Residence
in June for the Lumen Leadership Society dinner.

LUMEN LOYALISTS

Planned Gifts
The Lumen Legacy Society honors individuals who
have included a bequest for the Archdiocese, Annual
Catholic Appeal, Lumen Cordium Society, a parish,
school or ministry in their estate plans. Membership
is extended to individuals who set up a gift annuity or
name the Archdiocese as a beneficiary of retirement
assets or life insurance. Members are honored with
an annual Mass and lunch.
Individuals who qualify for inclusion in one or more
of these giving societies will receive notification
in the mail. If you have any questions about these
giving societies, please contact Melissa M. Babcock,
senior director of development, at 312.534.8197 or
mbabcock@archchicago.org.
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Ed and Dorothy Wehmer attended the Lumen
Christmas reception at the Cardinal’s Villa last
December.

John Reilly Photography

LUMEN LEGACY SOCIETY

David Loeb

Loyal support to the Annual Catholic Appeal
Every year, thousands of generous supporters make
a gift to support the work of the Church through the
Annual Catholic Appeal. We would like to highlight
those who have made gifts of $500 or more to the
Appeal every year for 10 years in a special way.

Marianne and Tim Bestler enjoy the evening at the
Lumen Leadership Society Dinner at The Residence
in June.

Natalie Battaglia

Natalie Battaglia

GATHERINGS

Sharing a moment outside during the
Benefactors’ Reception at The Residence
in September are Cindy and Jim Rowe.

David Loeb

Natalie Battaglia

Zenith and Kenneth Chua were among the Lumen Cordium Society
members who were invited to join Cardinal Cupich at The Residence
in September for the Benefactors’ Reception.

Blake, Christa, Joris and Victoria Soeding share a moment with
Cardinal Cupich during the Lumen Liturgy and Reception at Old
St. Patrick’s in June.

Natalie Battaglia

David Loeb

Jean and Christine Jodoin enjoy the
Christmas reception at the Cardinal’s
Villa last December.

Mark, Karen and Annmarie Goedert joined Cardinal Cupich at the
Lumen Liturgy and Reception at Old St. Patrick’s Church in June.

Barbara and Anthony Kesman were
among the Lumen Cordium Society
members who attended the Christmas
reception at the Cardinal’s Villa last
December.
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Lumen Cordium Society
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-2030
tel 312.534.7959
annualcatholicappeal.com

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

Karen Callaway-Chicago Catholic

SAVE
THE DATE

First-grader Jordane Stepenson

First- and second-graders Navea
Withers, Ja’Quan Hull and Emory
Withers

A ROARING SUCCESS
Another example of your gifts to the Annual Catholic Appeal in action is
reflected in the joy and learning that can be seen in the faces of children
attending summer camps at parishes across the Archdiocese. Students
at St. Ethelreda School on South Paulina Street had a chance to show
off their acting, dancing and musical prowess as they learned the art of
stage performance last summer. The fine arts camp, which also focused
on improving skills in math, technology and literacy, culminated in a late
July performance of “The Lion King” for family, fellow parishioners and
friends. The children ran the entire production, including stage setting,
costumes, sound, music, lighting direction, dancing and acting. Bravo!
p l e a s e

r e c y c l e

February 8-9
Annual Catholic Appeal
Announcement
Weekend
February 15-16
Annual Catholic Appeal
Commitment Weekend
February 22-23
Annual Catholic Appeal
Follow-Up Weekend
June 14
Cardinal’s Annual Mass
and Reception

